MONVMENT 
| OR TOMBE-STONE: 

| "of 
F--8 SERMON PREACHED 


| . at Laurence Pountnies Church in Lon- 


don, Nouemb. 21. 16 1 9. at the funerall 
of M*5. Elizabeth Inxon , the late wife. 
of M*", Tohes mand Fx 


By STEPHEN DEN+$ ON Miniſter of Gods 
| word, atKree- Churchin the honourable oY 
Cirie of London. 


Pro. 10. 7. I 
T| he memorial of the tuſt ſhall be bleſſed , but the v 
| name ofthe wicked hallrot, 


Math. 26. 13. - 

#hereſoencr this Goſpell (hall be preached i in the 

| whole world, there ſhall alſo this that this wo« 
man hath done, be told for a memorial of her. 


The ſecond impreſſion, 


on — 


LONDON, 


Printed by Richard Field dwelling i in Gram: 
Wood-ſtreete, 1620 _ 
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IVX ON, CITIZEN OF 
THE FAMOVS CITIE- OF, 


London,and his five children, whom + 
Ilouc in the truth: 


STEPHEN DENISON wiſheth ijn- 
creaſe of all true happineſle and proſpe- 
ritie. | bi | 


| Eare friend it hath bent 
| 27 purpoſe a long time, 
to-gine ſome publicke_» 
"Wore ſtromonte before 1 die, 
'of your lone and kind. 
neſſe ſhewed vnto me : and torifiderinie 
that God hath offered ſuch an opportuni- 
fre as this, Ithought I could not do leſſe, 
then to teſtifie my thankfulneſſe' vnto 
108, and $0 giue Gods Chiirch an ocea- = 
| A 2 ſon, 


C5" TEE I 


| fon, both #0 bleſſe God fyges , and 


. remember you & yours int 


er prayerse 
1 do acknowledge that you haue bene, 
and ſo unto this day you doremaine, the 
moſt faithfull-friend , and bountifull 
benefattor, which hitherto I hane found 
wpon the earth. Tou and your worthie . 
wife now deceaſſed were the good Shune- 


mites, which gaue me the firſt conſtant 


entertainment in this Citie. Your care 
oner me hath bene great, your faithful- 
neſſe true , and your bountie to me not 
little. 1 am perſwaded God will bleſſe 


 Joufor it , and that Gods deare people_> 


will loue you for it ; and for mine owne 
part I ſhall ſtill remaine in your debt, 
topra / for you, and to do you the beſt ſþt- 
rituall good that Ican. God bath depri-' 


| wed you of a vertuous wife, and ne of a 


deare friend, but the will of the Lord is 


, good, and he knoweth what i beft.Com- 


fort your ſelfe concerning her death, by 


 #he ſound experience which you had of 


ber goaly and vertuous liferand remem- 
bey 


—_ TY FF 2" + Ha : — — 


your beloaed children. - 


'DzDnrc ATORI®, 
ber with ioy , that which drew teares 


(om you at her death, to wit, what a 


great care ſhe had of your ſoule whileſs 
ſhe lined. Remember alſo with comfort 
thoſe excellent marks which were in 
her. which you ſaw inher, and knew in 
her, as well as my ſelfe. I confeſſe you 
haue a great miſſe of her many wayes, 
but the conſideration of her ondoubred 
happineſſe, muſt comfort you concerning 
that miſſe. Labour you to' make 4 good 
woſe of her viſitation and death; tet it 
moue you to renew your conuenant with 
God, and to be minafull of your owne_ ' 
mortalitie, to prepare for it in due tine, 
to worke out your owne ſaluation with 


feare and trembling. Get oyle into your 
 veſſell whileſt you haue time , that ſo. 
you may be ready when the Bridegroome 


cometh , to enter in with him. And now 
gtue me leaue to ſpeake a word or two to 


” 


Tow M. lohn Juxon the firſt borye,. 
let mc exhort you to flie the luſts and va< - 
ig ._- A0 ._ 


Tun Ep1ontn 


 wities of youth, and zine your mind v- 


fo goodneſſexremember your Creator nov 
in. the dayes of your youth. Learne with 


Timothy to know the_z Scriptures of a 


child: as you are the firſt borne in age, ſo 
be you the firſt borne in grace; be an ex- 
ample unto the reſt of the children in 
wvertue azd ſtayedneſſer fulfill the pro- 
Ppheſies which goof you. Tour tender fa- 
ther reioyceth in you , and hopeth that 
grate # in ſome meaſure begunne in 


you,therefore be you good. 

And: you M. Thomas Inxon, let 
me admoniſh you , not to turne the erace 
of God into wantonneſſe : vſe that capa: 
city which God hath given vnto you, 
for the glory of God : be carefull to giue 
your mind unto learning , and to know 
Goa: be obedient to your parents ; feare 


Goa'znd keepe his commandements ;for | 


tis t the whole dutyof man,as Salomon 
ſaith, Bicleſc 12. And otherwiſe, if you 
will wat hearken vnto this. then 1 muſs 


ſay 


"1 
you; and for my owne part 1hope good of \ 


F, 


, 


Dax vicatonit: | 

ay with the' ſame Salomon: Reioyee 8 
pow man in thy youth ," aud: let thine 
haart cheere_thee in the dayes of thy 
\- youth, and walke in thewayes of thine 
heart and in the ſight of thine eyes, But. 
know thou, that for all theſe things God 


; will bring thee into indeement« Eccleſe 
2 * And you Miſtris Elizabeth Tuxon, 


1 let meput yourn mind,that as you beare 
the name of your vertuous mother, ſo 
| , YJouwould be carcfull to follow-her god- 
jo fps: be you diligent to heart Gods 
word preached, and to readetbe:ſame 
in private euery day; meditate_s that 
which you heare and reade, and beccarts 
full-to prattiſethat which you tearne, 
both in your generall and particular cal- 
i dang. For theſe were the ſteps of your 
84 you Miſtris Sarah tuxon, re 
member alſo after whom you are named, 


. 5 


£0 wit , after Sarah the wiftof <Abta- 
ham, Be diligent it readetheroftory'of 
TY SIL> " 4 Sarah 


OD on - Eptzyns: 


Sarah inthe booke of Gents, und follow 
| berinall. things that are 00d and imi- 
table. Andremember the words of the 


Apoſtle hatwomen are the daughttrs of 


Sarah folong as theydowell,1.Pet-,. 


Andlaftly, you Miftris Mary Inxon, 
if God ſhall gine you life to line #0 come 
fo yeares of diſcretion and vnderſtan- 
dingconfider what 1 ſay unto you. Tou 
are named after the bleſſed virgine_> 
Marie'.'As ſhe therefore_> conteined 


 Chrift-4n her wombe, fo do you'con- 


ceiue himmn your heart. As ſhe pondered 
the. words of the. Gears in her 
heart, fo-do you meditate of the word of 
God day und night. Tea conſider what 
mere in her ,\and labour for the 
(ame. Yeavet me ſay onto all youthree 
virgins,beware you of the ſinnes of 

the times , take heed of followine rhe 


_ wainefaſbions of the world, take beede 


 Douvrcaroris. 
marrie not without the conſent of your 
parents br gouernonrs , and be ſurethat 
oumarrieinthe Lord. In a word , be 
carefullto reade and conſider the marks 
which were in your mother , and labour 
to find the like iu your ſelues. And thus 
you. ſhallleade a bleſſed life, and accom- 
pliſh a happie death, and at the laſt ſhall 
_ come to that heauenty kingdome , whi- 
ther your deare mother's gone before. 
 Vnts the which heauenly kinedome, the 
Lord of hit mercie bring vs all for Jeſus 
Chrit hu ſake, Amen... Lt, 


|, Tearcinall Chriflias datie, 


STEPHEN DENTS Os” 


"10: THE KEADEE. 


Loy Ourteous Reader, Thaue 
NZ N bene + +6. tr 2h 
CAS 7 many 
SSL | worthy Chriſtians , for 


- worthy filter deceaſſed 
I couldnot tell how ſo 

well to fatisfie the religious requeſt of my 
| brethten in this thing, as by making pub- 
like for the common good both the Ser- 
mon-and the. markes, Hete therefore ] 
offer them to thy Chriſtian conſideration; 
reade them withafingle eye: weighthem 
well, and if thou reape any ny » 21ue 
the whole glory to God, and remember 
the ynworthy writer inthy prayers. 


Thine in the Lord, 
= D. 
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MONV ME? NT 


' OR TOMBE-STONE. 


1. Tob 7.344: 
So am I maate to poſſeſſe the moneths of 
wanitte,and weariſome niehts are 
| appointed to me: when 1 lie downe, 
' 1ſay,when ſhall Tariſe,and the night. 
be gone? and 1am fullof toſſmnes to 
and fro unto the dawning of the day. 


P20 PN the firſtverſe of this 
pp þ chapter the holy man 
9 & 1b layeth downeage- 
 nerall poſition,to-wir, 

3<2 that the dayes of mor-. 
call manare like the cayes of an hire- 
ling: and-this poſition he laboureth 


0 pooghes good in the ſubſequenrior. 
next 


SY 2 
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- ow 
next enſuing verſes, and that by de- 


4t a lamentable complaint, wherein 


_ kext: And weariſomeniehts are appoin- 


The Monument, 


claring wherein the compariſon ſtan- _ 
derh betweene the dayes of an hire- 
ling and the dayes of mortall man, in 
theſe words following : As a ſeruant 
earneſtly deſireth the ſhadow, and as ay 
hircling looketh for the reward of his 


neths of vanity , and weariſome nithts V1 

are appointed for me, &c. This is the Hþ 

coherence. Bl | 
Now this text is for the matter of  .. 


for order and methods ſgke , we may 

rake notice of two points, firſt of the 
perſon complaining,and that was 7b Þ} 
1in this word 7. Secondly, of the mar- Þ| 
ter of the complaint, which is two- | 
fold. Firſt , for the vaniſhing of his 
rime ,intheſe words , So haue [bene_> 
mnaac to poſſeſſe the moneths of vanitie. 
Secondly,forthe tediouſneſſe and ex- 
tremitie of his paine, in the reſt of the 


ted 


our Tombe-flone, | 0 
ted untome : when 1lie downe, 1 ſay, 


UW when ſhall lariſe,& thenight be gone?- 


and I am full of roſſings to and fro unto 


the dawning of the day. 


So am 1 made to poſſeſſe the moneths 
of vanity.It may be demanded here in 
the firſt place, whar is meant in theſe 


"B "Svords by vanzrie.Vntowhichiuſt de- 


, 
of] 


* bo 
Fy 
. 1 


mind for theclearing ofthe text,I an- 
ſwer, that this word vazity is taken in 
rwo fences in holy Scriptures, viz. 


ſometimes for the vanity of ſinne,and 


ſoit is vſedin Pal. 119.37. where Da- 
id intreaterhthe Lord to turne back 
his eyes from beholding vanity, rhat 
is, fro beholding ſinfull obieQts. And 
in deed my deare Chriſtian brethren, 
{in is iuſtly ſtyled by the name of va- 
nity,for there is no vanity to the vant» 
ty of fin.For how vaine a praCtiſe iris 
fora lictle momentanie pleaſure, and 
for a modicum of tranſitory profir, 
that a man or woman ſhould ſerthe _ 
glory of God, themerits of —_— 


dt 3* 6 
Wy 


i 


the kingdome of heauen', and their 


- ownefaluationto ſale, I leaue itto 


your owne-conſciences to iudge.But 
for mine owne gong clteeme wilfull 


and deſperate ſinners to be the moſt 
vaine and fooliſh people inthe world. 


Bur concerning this kind of vanitie 


tobdoth not ſpeake in this place : for 
1tis not meant that 706 had ſpent his 


monerhs in the vanity of finne, as 


they do which ſpend their precious 


time in pricking & pinning,and pain- 


ting and pampering, in running to 
| Nage-playes, in haunting oftauerns 


andalchouſes, in proſecuting of vn- 
neceſſary ſuites at law, and ſuch like : 
for 1ob indeed was none of this curſed 
crew: but hewas perfect and vprieht, 
ad one that feared God, and eſchued 


 exillas Godhimſelte giues teſtimony | 
ofhbim in the firſt chap. of this booke, 


atthe firſt verſe : : yea this bleſſed 1b 


 wasſuch aman,asthatthere was none 


like him in all reſpe@s in-the whole 
world, 


goons mg © nv 2 4.44, Ss 
} Sof fi ,7 A 


world.at the leaſt in his age andtime; 
For ſo it isſaid of hum inthe ſecond 
chaprer and third vere, of this holy 
booke. | 
We muſt note therefore and ob-. 
ſerue,thatthe word varityis takenal- 
ſo in Scripture for the vanity of a fa- 
dizg condition, and fo it is vſed in 
Pſai.144-4.where itis ſaid, Mani like 
io vanity , his dayes are like a (hadow 
that vaniſheth: and in Rom. 8.20. The 
creature is made ſubiet? tovanity:that 
i5,t0 afading condition. And thusrhe 
word wvarity is vicd in our preſent 
rext: 7haue had as an inheritance the 
 moneths of vanity, that is, vaniſhing 
and fading moneths, the abſtract be- 
ing put for the concrete, or vanity for 
vaniſhing. 17's”; F 2528 
And weariſome nights,&c. Here it 
may be alſo. inquired whatit was that 
Tb endured in thenight,for the which 
he termes his nights weariſome 
nights,or,as it is in Mie” 
23748 
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of labour. To this Ianſwer: ob endu- 
red: three things in the nights, the 


which three things made his nights 


 thenights of labour and vnreſt, 


* Firſt, he endured fearefull dreames 


+ andviſions, as appearcth in this pre- 


ſent ſeuenth chapter andfourth verſe, 
whereit is ſaid, When 1ſaygny bed ſhall 
comfort me, my couch ſhall eaſe my com- 


 plaint,, then thou [careſs me with 


dreames, and terrifieſt me through viſz- 
ons.And this was a great paſſiongfor it 
is gricuous tobe ſcared with dreams, 
bur it is more robeterrified with viſi- 
ons and apparitions of Angels whe- 
thergoodorcuill. The wantofnatu- 


- rall reſt vnto a weake perſons very. 


tedious , but this addition of terror 
and horror is much more grieuous. 
2 The ſecond thing which 106 
endured in the night as well as by 
day,it was anguiſh of mind and trou- 
ble of conſcience': For his calamitie 
was heanter then the ſand of the ſeathe 
7 arrowes 


ar rowes of God Almightic were within. 
him , the poyſonthereof arupke wp his 
ſpirit, yea the terrors of God: ſet thems- 
ſelues in aray agninſt hins , Tob 6.2.3. 
And this was matter of fore labour, 
for as Salomon ſaith; 4 man will beare 
his infirmitie but a wounded ſpirit whe 
can beare it ?Prou.18.14. 
3- The third thing which 79þ en- 
dured in the night , was extremiric 
of paine in his bodic,expreſſedby ve- 
rie grievous and dolefull-fits', for 
when he lay downe, he ſa:d, when ſhall + 
1 ariſe, and thenight be gone ? | andibe 
was full, or as itisin theoriginall,; he 
had his belly full of toſſings to and fro 
to the dawning of the 4zy;And there is 
none which. have had experience of 
extremitie of ſickneſſe,, but I hope 
they will eafily acknowledge;that ex- 


!* tremitieof paine is a ſore labour. 


Thus much tor the clearing of the 
meaning of the words. 

Now before we come to the do- 

B _ &rines 
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this I anſwer: 1b endu- 


which three things made his nights 
the nights of labour and vnreſt, 

' Firſt, he endured fearefull dreames 
and viſions, as appeareth in this pre- 
ſent ſeuenth chapter and fourth verſe, 
whereitis ſaid, When I ſay;pny bed ſhall 
comfort me, my couch ſhall eaſe my com- 


| plaint , then thou ſcareſs me with 


dreames, and terrifieſt me through viſ;- 


_ ons. And this was a great paſſionsfor ir 


is gricuous tobe ſcared with dreams, 
burit is more robeterrified with viſi- 
ons and apparitions of Angels whe- 
ther good orcuill. The want ofnatu- 
rall reſt vnto a weake perſons very 
tedious , but this addition of terror 
and horror is much more grieuous. 

2 The ſecond thing which 106 
endured in the night as well as by 
day,it was anguiſh of mind and trou- 
ble of conſcience: For his calamitie 
was heanter then the ſand of the ſea the 

arrowes 


ar rowes of God Almightie were within. 
him , the poyſon thereof arunke wp his 
ſpirit, yea the tervors of Gods ſet thems- 
ſelues in aray againſt him , lob 6.2.3. 
And this was matter of fore labour, 
for as Salomon ſaith; 4 manu will beare 
his infirmitiez but a woundtd fþirit whe 
car beare it ?Prou.18.14- 

.3. The third ching which /9þ en- 
dured in the night, was extremirie 
of paine in his bodic,exprefſedby ve- 
rie grievous and dolefull-fits, for 
when be lay downe, he ſaid, when ſhall * 
1 ariſe, and thenight be gone ? | and be 
was full, or as itisin theoriginall,, þe 

had his belly full of toſſings to and fro 
to the dawning of the 4zy;Andrthere is 
none which. have had experience of 
extremitie of ſickneſſe, bur I hope 
they will cafily acknowledge;that ex- 
tremitie of paine is a ſors.labour. - 

'Thus much for the clearing of the 

meaning of the words. 


- +. Now before we come to the do- 
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3 
&rines andinſtruttions-,' one maine 


_ queſtion may be moued:concerning 


the practiſe of /ob in complaining, 
whether he did well orillin it? Andto 
chis I anſwer, that inmany things 0b 
ſinned in the matter of complaint, as 
zn curſing the day of his birth, Tob. 3. 
and indefiring for anguiſh to be cu# 
off before his time, lob 6.9. and chuſing 
to be ſtrangled was likewiſe a great fin 
inhim,Tob7.15. But in theſe words 
inthe text, 1 take it that 706 did not 
mainly finne (howbeit I do nor cx- 


_ cuſehim altogether from inficmitie,) 


bur for his words vſed, they are war- 
rantable; as for his ſecret afteion,we 
haue nothing to do with it, we leaue 
itto God that knowes at. 


You will then demand,ls it lawfull 
therefore for ſuch as are in diſtreſle 


_ tocomplaine ? AE 


 Tothis lanſiwerthat all complaint 
is not ſinfull. Dayid complained in 


the {ixtPlalme, that his ſoule was ſore 


troubled, 


———  — — —p  _—_— " ; | 
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troubled, and yerhe ſinned nor. Heze. 
cbiah mourned like a doue in bis ſichnes, 
Eſay 38.14+ and yet forthart is not 
5 iuftlyrobereproued. | 
T Burt lawfull complaint in time of 
extremitie, muſt be 1oyned with theſe 
limitations. 54 #47 
Firſt, it muſt not be with murmu- 
ring orrepining againſt God, but ra- 
ther with apatient ſubmitting to his. 
| bleſſed will: ſo that though we dode- 
clare our griete, yer we muſt be con- 
rent to endure it, in obedience to - 
God; and we mull learne of Chriſt;to 
ſay , If thou wilt that I ſhall drinke of 
this cup, thy willbe done. 
Secondly, our complaint muſt not | 
be ro the weakning of our faith : we 
mult fo complaine , as that ſtill we 
hold faſt ſome ground of ioy. For in- 
'7* deed weought ro retoycecuermorez 
and we ſhould not mourne without 
hope, as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh. | 
Thirdly, our complaints muſt be 
B 2 | mo- 
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moderate; for there is but a time to 


' - _ mourne. Ve oughtto find time, as 


wel for the declaring of Gods mercies 
which we haue receiued, as to ex» 
pron oriefes, or elſe we are great- 


ynthankfull. | 
Thus much for the meaning.Now 


come we,by Gods permiſſion and af- 
ſiſance, ro colle& ſuch doctrines and 
inſtructions as may make for our cdi- 
fication” SD 
Moneths of vanitie.\Where note we, 
that /ob ſpeaking of his lite, doth not 
terme his moneths, moneths of cer- 
taintie, asthough hehad alcaſe ofhis 
life, burmoneths of vanitic, as imply- 


ſubiett to vaniſh away. And indeed 
there is nothing more fraile,and more 

- vncertaine. Forthis cauſe the Scrip- 
ture compareth our lives to things 
that are very inconſtant:as ſometimes 

to grafle, which inthe morning flou- 
ciſherth & groweth,andin the cucning 

| » 


or Tombe-(10nte. © 


rerwards vaniſheth away, Iam. 4. I 
Sometime to a weauers ſhutrle,whic 


quickly paſſeth from one fide of the 


webbe vntothe other . Sometime to 
3 ſmoke, whichis drinen away and dif- 
F  perſcd witheuery wind or blaſt, Pſal. 
7 102.3. Sometimetoa ſhadow which 
_ declineth,Pſal.r02.11. And ſometime 
to vanitic it ſelfe, as in my text. 


Gods Churchand people have ta- : 


ken diligent notice of this frailty from 


timeto time, and therfore haue made. 


account of ſhort life. Hence it is that 
Abraham in his perfe& health ter- 
meth himſelfe duſt and aſhes, Genel. 
18.27. Hence it is that Daw#d ſaith, 
that his life is alwayes in his hand, 
Pſal.119. 109. Henge it is that Paw? 


ſaith, 7 am readse to be delinered, ana 


the time of my departure is at hand, 
2. Tim. 4. 6, Hence it is that the 
by Church 


——_ 
is cut downe and withereth, Pſal, 90. 


5.6. And ſomerime to a vapour, which 
appearcth for a very lirtle time,and af- 


ts ThecManimew, 


Church ſaith, we haze here no abiding 
citie , Hebr.13.14. And hence it is 
that ſo many ftaithfull Chriſtians do 
ſo ordinarily remember their morta- 
lirie and their graue when they lye 
= _ downeintheirbeds. . 

"Fr. Reaſon And indeed very experience doth 


. wenotſce yong men dieas welas old? 
Do we notlee ſtrong men die as well 
as weake? Do we not (ce wiſe men dic 
as well as fooliſh? Yeado wenotſee 
pliyſirians die as well as patients? Yea 
there is none, rich or poore, high or 


miſchimſelfe to liue for the ſpace of 

1 one poore houre. | 
| I} 2.2:4ſ6r, Againc, our lives muſt needs be 
ll} fraile and vncertaine, in reſpe&t ofthe 
manifold dangers whereunto they 
i" are continually ſubic&. For firſt, they 
[|  areſubiec to infinite diſeaſes, as to 
". _ the peſtilence, to the burning feuer, 
to conſumptions, to the gour, tothe 
ſtone, 


teach vs that mans life is fraile.For do 


low, noble or meane, which can pro- 


Hs /. 


ſtone, to the dropſic, to the bloudie 
iſſue, andto innumerable other. _ 
Secondly, rhey are ſubiec to the 
ſtroke of Angels, to the. layings in 
waite of enemies, yeato Gods unme- | 
diate ſtroke. - DOE n 25 ph: 
- Thirdly, they areſubic& ro many 
{odaine accidents. If ney trauell by 
land, they are {ubic& to be taken by 
theeues and robbers, and to be left - 
for dead. If they ride, they are ſubie& 
to fall from their horſes,and to breake 
theirneckes.. If they trauell on foote, 


YR; ' 


4 


theyare ſubie& to take immoderate 


heare. If they eate, they areſubiect to, 
take ſurfer, though they cate neuer fo 
little, If they faſt, they arc ſubie& ro 
grow into weakneſle. If they fir in 
their houſes, diſeaſes will grow, ypon 
them by much ſicring. If chey walke 
abroad, a thouſand dangers borh 0- 
ver their heads and vnder their feete, 
and before them, and behind them, 
and at tbeic right hand.and at their 
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therefore how fraile is thelife of man? 
Yea but ſome poſſibly will obicct 
andſay,Do we notſce ſome men and 
women to livelong? Do not ſome in 
our age attaine ſeuentic yeares, fqme_ 
eightic ycares , ſomeninetic yeares, 
ſome an hyndreth? and may nor I 
hope to line as long as they? 
| 7 do not denic, but God is able to 
continue thee long vpon the carth, 
thoughthy life beneuer ſo fraile. Bur 


tt is not thy ſafeſt eourſe , my Chri: 


ſtian brother, to make account of, or 
to expect long life. For if they which 
are ſtrong, live yntill ſenentie or eigh. 
tie yeares, yet we find by experiehce, 
that there be a greatmany which ne- 
uerſee fortie, lome which neuer ſee 

chirtie , fome whichneuer ſec twen- 
tie, ſome whichneuer ſee ten. 


$2.05.  Yeabur fome,it may be,will further 


obie& and ſay,I am ſtrongand luſty, 
I am yong,orth my beſt yeares, I find 


no 


left do attend & wair vpon them, and 


no decay in my 4G wy chendis 
whartreaſon haueIto looke for death? 


Alas poore ſoule, whoſocuer thou 2. Auſw. 


art, thou art too prone and ready to 


decciue thy ſelfe . Haſt rhou never _ 


read,that Mar in: his beſteſtate that1s, 
in his beſt yeares, in his beſt ſtrength, 
inthevery flourc of his age , i-a/toge- 
ther vanitie?Reade Plalme 39.5.and it © 
willteachthee. Haſt thou never read 
what 6 ſaith in his 21.Chapter and 
23.ver(c, where he teſtificth,that Oe 
dicth in his full ſtrenath; his breaſts 
being fullof milke, and his bones being 
moiſtened with marrow ? ' Reade and 
conſider, and be nor incredulous, but 
belecuing. 

Now hauing proued the truth of 
this point, to wit, that the life of man 
is very fraiſe and vncertaine; and. 
hauing anſwered the ObieQions 
which might be made againſt the 
ſame : it remaineth now to make ap+ 
plication of that which hath _ de- 

ues 


An 4c K ——— 
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. 


livered. And athreefold vic we ma 


make of this our frailtic; to wit, an vie | 


of Reproofe, an vſe of Inſtruction, 
and an viſe of Comfort. An vſe of re- 


Firſt, ſuch as have made a couenant 
with Death, and put the euill day far 


from them ; which thinke in rheir. 


hearts,that thougha ſcourge come 8 
pafle chrough the whole land , yet it 
ſhalnot come neare them. Alas poore 
ſoule, what priuiledge haſt thou to 
eſcape more then any other? art thou 
any tote the moreſate, becauſe of thy 
ſecuritic > No verily. For when thou 
ſhalt ſay, Peace and ſafetie_), then ſhall 
there come vpon thee (odaine deſtru- 
0n. As Paulſaith, 1.Theſl.5. 
Secondly, this may ſcrue to re- 


|  proue ſuchas immoderately do ſceke 


after wealth , being as vnſatiable in 


ſeeking riches , as if they and their 
- children were not mortall, bur im- 


mortall, as if indeed they were to liue 
- here 
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proofe . And it may reproue diuers. l 
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here alwayes, and were to make pro- 
uiſion for an earthly eternitic. O foo- 
liſh and filthy couctouſnefſe ! when. 
wilt thou ſay, Ic is enough 2 Ovaine 
man, thou prouideſt withrhe danger 

of ny ſoule for many yeares, when it 
way be this nighr thy ſoule ſhall be 
taken from thee, and then whoſe ſhall 
thele riches be which thou haſt vn- 


2 iultly gathered? 


Thirdly, it may make for the iuſt 
reproofe of them which labour to 
erſwade others that they ſhall live 
foak: Theſe arelike vnto them which 
promiſe others libertic,and are them- 
{clues the bondſlaues of corruption. 
And in this many Phyſitians are too 
much to blame , which will make 
ſuch large promiſes to their patients, 


- asthough it were in them torecouer 


heaith ar their pleaſure, when as in 
the meane time the poore patient di- 
ethvnder their hands. 


T he ſecond vie i isan vſe of Inſtru- 2-/ſe. 
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frailtie mu 


ion:for conſidering that mans life is 


thus fraile,therefore hence we ſhould” Þ 
learne to be humbled (in our ſelues. F 
We muſt remember we are but duſt F 
and aſhes, and therefore we muſt not 7 


hauc high conceits of our ſelues: nei- 


| ther muſt we affe& the too much 


pampering & pranking of the body. 


Alas, it may be thou art feeding nice- Y 


ly and curiouſly to day ; it may be 
thou art now pranking thy ſelfe in 
pride and in ſtrange attire, or pain- 
ting thy face with Je/abel; and before 
ro morrow thou mayeſt be dead. O 


carth, earth, earth, heare the word 


ofthe Lord; humble thy ſelfe before 


the Lord, in conſideration of thy 


mortalitie. If thou wilt not humble 
thy ſelte, thou haſt iuſt cauſe to feare 
that the Lord will humble thee, and 

bring thee low. ; 
4 es 0 conſideration ofour 
reach vs , not to deferre 


or put off our repentance : but 
whileſt 
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- and to ww yP for our 


| whileſt it is calledtoday, .to call our 


ſclues to a ſecret examination of our 
wayes and courſes, to humble our 
ſelues for them, to renew our coue- 
nants with God of our obedience, 
and to turne from the power of Sa- 
than:to God. Thou thinkeſt thou 
mayeſt do this ſoone enough when 
thou art old : but how doeſt thou 


know, whether thou ſhalt liue to be 


old, orno? Or ſuppoſe thou liue to 
be old, how doeſt thou know that 
God will giue thee repentance at the 
laſt , when thou baſt hardened thine 
heart againſt him by thy ſins ? There- 
fore,whileſt it is called ro day, either 


now turne or neuer, cither nowTre- 
_ pentorperiſh. Eitherſecke the Lord 


intime whileſt he may be found, or 
elle neuerſecke him. 

Thirdly, the conſideration of our 
frailrie muſt teach vs, firſt to ſeeke 
Gods kingdome and r c_y—i 
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_ foundation againſt the time to come. © 


Ve muſt labourto be rich in faith, | 
that when death comes vpon vs, we .- 
may not {laviſhly feare ir, but ra- 
ther chearfully embrace-it as a moſt 


welcome meſſenger. It is lamentable 


to ſee what paines men take to go to 
hell, how they labour for the obtai- 
ring of their luſts and vnſariable de- 


fires, andinthemeanetime remaine 


alrogether voide of care how they. 
might attaine heauen, O awake, a- | 
wake, remember our abode here, it is. 
bur for a ſhoretime , but thar eſtare 


which is rocome, whether ir be for | 


happineſle or woe, itiserernall, and 
without end. Therefore ſtrive and 
rake paines to enter in by the ſtraite 
gate. We find by experience,things of 
value inthe world, ro wit, riches and 


honours, and high places, they are 


not attained without great :meanes 
vied :and ſhall wgthinke that ſaving 
TI will be ob+ 

tained 


%R 


. tained withour greatſtriuing ? Ler no 
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man.or woman deceiue themſclues: 

for if the righteous which labour hard 
inthe vſc of meanes, as in hearing, in 
reading,medirating, inthe vſe of the 
Sacrament, in contercnce, in keeping 
fah & a goodconſcience, in prayer, 
and ſuch like: if ſuch I ſay ſhall ſcarce- 


fy ly be ſaued, notwithſtanding all their 


care and ſtriuing; then what ſhall be- 
come of ſuch as ſtriue not at all zor if 
they do ſtrive, it is very coldly and. 
negligently? Surely ſuch, vnleſle they 
mend- their pace, they can neuer 
reach their iourneysend, which is the 
glorious kingdome of heauen. They 


- will be found like trauellers dead in 


the way before they halfe reach 
home. h.; 


The third and laſt vſe is for com- 3c. 


fort and conſolation. For —_— 


that mans life is ſo fraile:therfore fir 


it may be a comfort to ſuch as en- 
dure exile, or baniſhment, or impri- 
ſonment, 


; Fi - - ET | P, # ﬀ, 3 Wes : 


ſorment, or hard viage, or pouertie, | 
- orfſickneſle, orthe like, they may re- Þ 
- member, that their afflictions here Þ#;. 


cannot be long , becauſe their lives | 


are but ſhort. Peace ſhall come, and they 


ſhall reſt in their beds, Eſay 57.2. and 


Bleſſed are they which die in the Lord, 


_ yea ſaith the Spirit, they reſt from their 


labours, Reuel.14.13. 

Secondly, the conſideration of 
ſhorrneſle of life , may be matter of 
conſolation and comfort vnto ſuch as 
belecuc; for now their ſaluation is 
nearer then when they began to be- 
leeuc. VVhart knoweſt thou, but that 
there is buta ſtep betweene thee and 
heauen?Thou art here this yere, thon 


mayelt be in heauen before the next; 


thou art here this moneth, thou 
mayeſt be with Chriſt before the 
next. Yea thou arthere to day, thou 
mayelt be inblifſe before to morrow. 


O thriſe happie eſtate ! how would 1 


men admire the happineſle.of ſuch a 
 begger 
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bepger as were in poſſibility euery 
houre tobe aduancedtoakingdome? 


And how much more admirable is 


the eſtate of euery true Chriſtian, - 


_ who ſtands incontinuall pofſibilitie 
robe aduanced toſuch aneſtare, as 


neither eye bath ſerene , nor eare hath 
heard, neither canit ſufftciently enter 


 intothe heart of man to conceine?r.Cor. 


2.9. | 

Thirdly, the conſideration of our 
ſhortnefle of life may comfort all 
ſuch faichfull Chriſtians as do deſire 
to be freed from finne. Though Sa- 
tan and the world, and their owne 
corruptions, do diſquiet them for a 
time, yet they ſhall not alwayes dif- 
quict them. Death will come andthar 
quickly, and thenthouſhalt ſinne no 
more, neither ſhale thou be tempred 
to {inne any more, but thou ſhalt be 
like vnto an ele Angell, yea like vh-. 
co Teſus Chriſt in perfe&holinefle & 


rightcouſneſſe,  Whicheſtate Gods. 
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children more affe& then they affe& | 
the very happineſle or ioyes of hea- 
uen. Andthus much for the firſt do- 
Arine. | 
.©Si8 '  Monethsof vanity: Hence obſerue 
| F. Dofir. wein thenextplace, That afflictions 
T 8 ſanitified are an eſpeciall meanes to 
bring 4 man or woman t0 a cleares 
fight of the wanitie of earthly things. 
Job being greatly afflicted , and ha- 
uing his affliftion ſanified vnto 
him, was enabled out of the bottome 


neths were but vanitic. And the like 
may be faid of Dauid,who being ſicke 

and weake, obtained withall an holy 

»» Contempt euen of his very king- 
dome, and was content that Saloon 

T || ſhould be crowned King cuen in his 
Wi life time, 1, King. 1.33. The like we 
ih * reade of Zarzilla;in2.Sam.19.33-34- 
who when David offered him great 
honour and prefermentin his Court, 
he conſidering with himſelfe thathe 
©? a) | Was 


of his afflition to ſee that his mo- | * 


was now growne very old , refuſed 
the kings offer, And thus many Chri-. 
ſtians which in time of health did too 
much affe& riches and honours, and 
fineneſle in apparel! , afterwards in 
rime of ſickneſle come to ſee theva- 
nity of all theſe. To this purpoſe $2lo- 
mon (peaketh well in Eccleſ.12.4-that 
in old age, which-is alaborious af- 
fliction of it ſelfe , the daughters of 
ſinging ſhall be abiſed : as implyivg; 
that though in healch andyourh,men 
or women ſtand too much affeRio- 
nated to the vanitie''of earthly de+ 
lights, yer in affliction and old'age 
they ſhall atraine the {ighrofthe va- 
nity of theſe rhings.' Ss that afflidti- 
ons are like vato the clay wherewith 
the blind mans eyes wete annointed 
in the Goſpell, and whereby he came 
ro attaine his ſight; which before he 
; wanted. Yea afflictions are like chry- 
FF ftall peQacles, whareby Chriſtians . 
=. hos much in the diſcerniirig 
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26 The Monument, 
and diſcovering ofcarthly vanity. - 
And Xa two reaſons fo. the 
- evidencing or clearing ofthe truth of 
this point,to wit, That af flictions ſan: 
flified aye eſpeciall belpes to bring to 
feat the» wantty of earthly things, 
 Asfirſt , becauſe menand women in 
afflictions find by experience the 
helpleſnefle 'of carthly things, they 
find that they may lie in paine and 
miſery,yea that they may die, and be 
turned to duſt, for any thing which 
their riches or honours can helpe 
them : and therefore they may eaſily 
conclude , How vaine © Lord do I 
now find theſe things,vpon the which 
formerly (foole that was) Fhaue fo 
doted, and ſer my mind? Bchold now 
Lee and ſay with the Preacher, as I 
find allo by cuident experience /an:- 
ty of vanities, vanity of vanities,all is 


w44y,Eccleſ:1.2. | Re 
affliftions 


men and women come. to the ſight 
WS 5 - "ES | of 


_ bedung, 


/ 


or Tombe-ſlone. 297 
of the excellency of true favin . Ace: 
now they canvalue pragma, faith 
aboue many talents of gold; now 
they had rather haue oyleintheir veſ. 
ſels,then treaſure in theircoffers. And 
the morethar any one is brought to 
the ſightof the trueworth of grace, - 
the morethey are brought withall ro 
the ſight of earthly vanity. Dol fee 
the price of heauen 2 Thenl ſee the 
baſeneſle of the earth. Do I ſeethe 
excellency of the knowledge of 
Chriſt my Lord? Then I ſee all other 
things to bedrofſe, and count themto 


Yea but ſome, it may be, willbe 06ie?. 
too bulie to obie&, thar affliftions 
are more like to driue vs from God 
then to bring vs vnto him, and that 
afflitions are dead helpes of them- 
ſclues, andcannotprofit, 
' Vnto whom Ianſwet, that affliti- Anſwer. 
ons ſeparated from the working of 
Gods Spirit are indeed: of no value; 
ll C3 which 


28 _ The Monument, 
which is' the reaſon "that though 
Turkes and Infidels haue” afflitions 
as well as Chriſtians , yerthey are no 
whit bettered by their afflictions, be- 
cauſe indeed their affliftions are not 
fancified vnto them. And the like we 
may be bold to ſay of the written 
word of God. For the word it felfe 
ſeparared from the Spirit cannot 
| worke Sothat we put notthis vertue 
of bringing tothe fight of earthly va- 
nity, inthe- very afflictions theſclues, * 
no'/morethen we aſcribe therecouery - 
ofthe blind mans ſight vnro the clay 
wherewith his eyes were nite; ? 
* + Burthis we afftirme; thar afflictions 
ſanctified, thar is, aflitions ioyned 
wich the work of Gods Spirit are: ex- 
cellent means to bring-to the ſight of 
carthly yanity.. Yea had it not bene 
for afflictions ſan&ified, there be ma- 
ny now. in' heauen which had never 
comethere. Andhaditnot bene for 
attlictions, there be many prodigals 
44a | : 
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inthe world , which had notknowne 
(as they do know)what bad belonged 
to the turning from the power of Sa» 
tan to God. And therefore as I deſire 
that chere may notrtoo much be aſcri- 
bed ta afflitions : fo I would fore- 
warne men to take heed how they 
make too {light account of them, co- 
ſidering ro what excellent purpoſes 
God hath ſan&ified and appointed 
them; & conſidering withall the con- 
feſlions of many ſound and experien- 
ced Chriſtians,which do ingenuouſl 
acknowledge that ſuch and ſuch af- 
flitions . were eſpeciall meanes to 
bring them to Gad. ? 

But may not afflitions lawfully 2.0bieft, 
be deſired and prayed for, confide- 
ring that they may be meanes, ifthey 
be ſan&ified , of much m4 ynto. 
VS 8. ©: | 

-- Tothis Lanſiwer,thatas we arenot Pp dafoert 
tro.condition with God chat hewould: 
NCUer rouch vs wich any atfliction,; | 
C 4 but 


but we muſt referre our ſclues vnto. 
his will. So we are not to haſten af- 
flitions vpon our ſelues:: and thera- 
| ther becauſe we know not what abili- 
ty we haue to beare afflitions, or 
what grace weſhall haue to make the 
right vic ofthem. We may indeed 
pray that ifaffliftions be vpon vs they. 
may be ſanified vnto vs,andit is an 
| holy and neceſſary prayer : but to 
pray that God would ſcourge vs, it is 
a preſumptuous requeſt,and doth ſa- 
uour too much of ouerweening our 
owne ſtrength. And if any for their. 
_ preſumptuous practiſe ſhail alledge 
the example of Daued in Palme 6. 1. 
that he prayed, not to becortected in 
Gods wrath, whereby heſcemerh to 
becontent that God ſhould ſcourge 
him , ſo that it werenotin his furie : 
co this I anſwer, that ſuch know not 
ofwhat ſpiritthey are which thus rea- 
ſon. For -artthou able to make-as- 

good vic ofatflitions as Dauid _ 


I trow not. Secondly,Dau:4 doth not 
abſolutely pray for afflitions,bur ta- 
king it as granted, that God would 
affli& him, he prayeth thatthe Lord 
would not afflicthiminhiswrath and 
fury. Therefore we conclude, . that 
though much good be wrought by. 
afflictions, yetthat afflitions are nor. 
to be prayed for, or to be haſtened. 
' Rurro come to thevſe and appli- 1.7. 
cation of this point : Is it ſo that af- 
- flitions (antiified are> an efpetiall 
meanes to bring'vs tothe ſight of the 
wvanitie of earthly things? Then this 
ſhould reach vs intheifirſt-place;; ro 
take notice of , and to admire the'ex- 
' cellent power of God, who is able 
outofdarkneſſe to bring light. | For 
| what is more vnlikely;.inthe judpe- 
|. mentoffleſhandbloud, rodogood, 
then afflitions are? For by" reaſon, 
 whena man is ficke, hes more fit to 
ſte the excellency of health then the _ 
vanity of it; and when heispoore i | 
| | ſee 
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 ſeethehappineſſeofriches, then ts 


ſee their impotency. And therefore 
great-and admirable is the worke of 
our good Godin allthings, and par- 
ticularly in the ſanCtification of af- 
flictions. We may iuſtly ſay with the 
Apoſtle, Rom. 11. 33. Othe depth of 
the riches both of the wiſedome_ and 
knowledge of God : how unſearchable 
are bus ind gements, and bis Wayes paſt 
finaing out! 
Secondiy.this conſideration ofthe + 
vſefulneſle of afflitions mult be an 
eſpeciall meanesto perſwade vs to pa- 
cicnce ynderthecroſle, and to a wil. 
ling ſubmitting of our ſelues vnder 
the mighty hand of God. He is a wiſe 
and prudent Phyſitian, he knoweth 


. indeed wharphyſicke/ is beſt for vs. 


We have a great God to deale with 
when we are vader afflitions , andif 
ve ſubmit vato him he will raiſe vs 
vp. Butifwewalke fiubornly againſt 
hun, be will walke ſtubornly agaioſt 
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vs. Gods wrath is'like rothethunder 
&lightnings, which commonly hurt 
not ſoft 5, ycelding bodies becauſe 
they donor reſiſt , burthey exerciſe 
their force vpon ſtout oakes and iron 
locks and barres, &c. So God deales 

ently with fuch as ſubmir them- 
Luc: , bur if any reſiſt, he will ſurely 
_ cruſh them and make them tame. 
' They ſhall be ſureto gaine nothing 
by obſtinacy againſt God , bur jn- 
- creaſeof their miſeries. Yea God will 
walke obſtinatly againſt his very elect 
if they reſiſt his proceedings,as weſee 
in the example of /o4:how did God 
perſecute 10245 with winde andrem- 
peſts , yea how did he toſſchiminto- 
theſeas, and plunged him into the 
hell of the whales belly,and neverleft 
him vntil he had brought him to ſub- 


<4 ne tae th ts 6 . oY __— _ " 
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mit togoto Nineue ? Andtherefore + 


make a vertue of neceſlity;that which 
thou muſt ſuffer of neceflitie, ſuffer ie 
with patience and willingly.lt _—_— 

tne 


4 : 34 
he 
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the Lordaimeth at greater good to. | 
wards thee in thine afflition then 
thou art aware of, And therefore as 


chour art content to receive many a 
\ bicrerpotion atthe hand of a phyſi- | 
tian in hope of health , ſobecontent 


ro drinke of the cup which God hath 


* tempered, in hope that it ſhall worke 


for thy good. 

In the third place we muſt duly 
examine our ſclues if art any time we 
haue bene afflicted; whether our affli- - 
tions haye wrought thus with vs or 


- no: viz. whether they haue brought 


vs tothe {ight of the vanity of carthly 
things. Ifthey haue, we may be per- 
{waded that they are ſanRified vnto 
vs: and we haue great cauſe to be 


. thankefullco God for them. 


- Butifwe haue bene ſcourged, and 
yetare neuer the better, we haue uſt 
cauſe tobe humbled,and to fearethat = 
our afflictions were neuer ſanctified 
vato vs. The Lord hath ſmitten "6 

ut 


but we haue_2 not erieued, he hath won- 
ſumed vs , but we have refuſed to yes 
tt cerue correttion ; we baue made our fa- 
ces harder then theracke, we haue yes 
fuſed torefurne: as the Lord complai- 
neth againſt rhe diſobedient Iewes, 


lere. 5.3. And thus much forthe ſe- 


cond Dodtrinezto wit, That afflictions  - 
ſanttified, are ſpeciall helpes to bring vs 
to the ſight of the vanitie_ of earthly 
F147 | LDF 
Painefull nights : Orasit is inthe 3.D 
originall, nights of labour. VVhence 
obſcrue we , That it may befall the 
deare_ children of God, to be wiſued 
with painefull and tedious viſitations. 
They may be ſicke and gricuoufly . 
pained, and that not fora night,or 
| foraday, butfornights. thatis, for 
manynights rogether, The-truth of 
this weſce, firſthere in Job: Nights of 
labour, or painfull nights haue bene 
appointed vnto me :' for thus he 
complaineth.. | | 
T Telof . And 


[-.- : 4 = 

i 

35 
% 


or. | 


| 


36 


F, 


And that Gods children may be 

viſited with grieuous paine, and with 
laborious fickneſle , it is further ma- 
nife(t- by examples; as firſt by the ex- 
ample of Dauid , a man after Gods 
owne heart. For, how doth he com- 
plaine in the ſixth Pſalme ? That his 
bones were vexed, that he was weary 
of his groning , that his eye was con- 
ſumed wich griefe: and in Plalme 39. 
10. That he was conſumed by the 


| blow of Gods hand: bur ſpecially in 


Pſalme 38.Where he ſaith , Thatrhe 
arrowes of God did ſticke faſt in him, 
and his hand preſſed him ſore. Thar 
there was no ſoundneſle in his fleſh, 
becauſe of Gods anger:and that there | 
was no reſt in his bones , becauſe of 
his ſinne. That his wounds didſtinke, 
and were corrupt; that he was trou- 
bled and bowed downe greatly. Thar 
he went mourning all che day. Thar 
bis loines werefilled with: #lothſome 
diſeaſe. That he was feeble and ſore 
riff \_ broken: 
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diſquictneſle of his hearr, &c. And 
the like we ſee in the Church, Lame. 
I.I1.12. Where ſheſaith, Zehold and 
ſee, if there be any ſorrow like t-nto 
my ſorrow , which i done vntome_), 


wherewith the Lord hath a fflicted me 


in the day of his fierce anger : from a+ 


boue hath he ſent fire into my bones , 


and it preuaileth againſt them. Yea, 


what paines did Chriſt himſclfe cn- 


dure in the Garden, when he ſwear 
" watcrandbloud? and what torment 


vpon the Crofle when he cryed, My 
God , my God , why haſt thou forſa+ 
ken me? I (uppoſe, that atthattime 


the paines of hell came abouthim, as ' 


itis ſaid alſo in Pſal. 18.5. I ſuppoſe 
that then Chriſt deſcended into hell, 
when he felt the very fire of Gods 


wrath in his ſoule for our ſins, when 
the Lord withdrew the light of his 


countenance, and left him ro the 


intollerable ſence and feeling of his 


indig- 


groken: that he roared for the.very 


NC 
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with ſo deare a price : yea, if Chriſt 
Ieſus the Sonne of God, were lefe 
tothis exrremitie of paines: then it 
followeth vndeniably , That Gods 
ownedeare Saints and children may 
be viſited with very grieuous paine 
and\icknefle, with painefull nights, 
yea with nights of paine. | 

And for the proofe of the ſecond 


Gods children may be viſited with 


as with extremity of paine : conſider 
we firſt the example of Ares, who 
kept his bed, and was ſicke of the pal- 
. feyfortheſpace ofcight yearcs, Acts 
. 9+ 33-Secondly, the example of the 
poore man, Iohn 5. 5. who had an in- 
. firmiryfortheſpace of cighr and thir- 
tie yeares, lying at the Poole of Be- 
thalda. ::):1; 12: | 
- 'Thirdly, the example of the _—_ 
. # "VE S$+ U 


{ 


zenation. Now if Dauzd, aman ſe 
 dearcto God:ifthe Church, boughe = 


OA 


clauſe of the Dodtine, to wit, thar | 


long and tedious f{ickneſles, as well 


ful woman, Luke? s. «43 -whddads an 
infirmitie twelue yearcs together,and - 
+ hadſpentallherſubſtanceyponPhy- 
ſitians , and could not be of 
any. Yea, as Saint AMarke'is bold ro 
ſay, She was never the betrerforher 
rampging ſo much with-Phyficke, 
burrather much the worſe; Mar.s AQ: 

_ Imightbelarge inthe proofe of this. © ©. 
poinr, but I willabſtaine.- Come | 
to the reaſons: ff 

And there be many cauſes 'where- 
” fore Goddoth thus heauily and edi: 
ouſly afflict his ſeruants, | 
| Fiſt, thathereby he might cotredd 1 I Regin 
ſome remainder-of dangerous cor- | 
ruption lurking in them z'accor 
rothat in Eſay 27.9. By this ſhall the 
iniquitie of Iacob be purged, and this ts 
all the fruite totake away bu ſin. Some 
| + of Godschildren are fubje@tr to ſpi 
ruall pride, fometoraſh anger, ſome 
to worldly-mindednefle, ſome to in- 
fidelitie-, ſome to negle&of the beſt 
D Wis 
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things, ſome to diſcontentednes with 
their eſtate. And the Lord he layeth 
an heauie chaine vpon their loynes, _ 
tocorre& and mortifie their corrup- 
tionsin them. And herein God dea- 
leth like a $kilfull Goldſmith ; he ca- 
_ Keth his children. into. fiery afflicti- | 
ons;not becauſc he meanes vtterly to 
caſt them away, bur hecauſe he mea- 
neth to take them outmore pure,and 
iy.n from their drofle of finne: yea 
he fineth them ſeuenfold, that yer 
they-may be more pure. | 
2:Reaſon. Secondly, God doth heauily af- 
+» =  flifhis people, of purpoſe toweane 
| them from the vaine' delights and. 
pleaſures of the world. And in this 
the Lord deales like a nutſe ; he an- 
nointeth the teates ofthe world with 
7. bitrerneſſe, to the end that his chil- 
dren ſucking them, might deſire rhem 


| [ no more. —— came, 44cob, to di- 
taſte and to forlake Labans family, 
| | butbythe affliftion which he found 


by 


LS na 


of Tombe-ſtone..” 4I 


by the chatge of Zabans counte. , 


nance?Gen.zt: How came the Prodi- 
gall ſonnero be weaned fromthe cici- 
zens ſeruice, Luke' 15. but by he affli- 
&ion of hunger and want which he 
foundinic?Andlaſtly,how come ma- 
ny ofthe dearecchildren-of God tobe 
ſo farre morcified to the wbrid, asrhiat 
they deſire to bedijſoluedandio be with 
Chriſt, but by'the birterneſle of affli> 
Qions?' 411 917 370401 of 165; IT 
_ © Thirdly;"*Goddorh thus ſcourge 
his Church,"and afflict bis children; 
for the triallof his gracesm themyac- 
cording toithar-in'r, Per.4. 125 Bre: 
thren, thinke it-not ſtrange: concerning 
the fierie triall, which is come wpon gol 
fofrie jou ;areens nt 9 nw » $9) fd 
God afflits his Church, partly for. 
che triall of their patience;toſec whe- 
ther they will fubmic themſfclueswn- 
_ tolhim;aswell/in:ſufferidg as in do- 
ing; his with :- partly. for che trial of 
faith;, ro ſee af they will belecue a 
"17 D 2 gainſt 
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gd. Th n—_ 
ne ſence and feeling/,*and whez 


they will ſay with /9þ, Though the 
Lord kill me, yet will I truſt in bim Job 
13-15.Yeathe Lord afflits for the tri- 
all of wiſedome, to ſee if his children 
will endeuour to make good vie of 
their affliftions and of their croſles. 
Ttius God I fay afflis for triall. 
*.Inthefourth and laſt place , God 
ſorely affliterh his Church in this 
world, that he might the highlier ad- 
uance it in glorie in the world to 


come. For howſoetier The afflictions 


. ofthis a j0us teme are not worthie to be 


compared to the glorie that ſhall be re- 
weaed, (as the Apoſtle fpeakes, Rom. 
8.18.) yer our light affiittion which 'ss 


but for a moment ,worketh for vs a farre 


more excellnt and eternall weight of 


glorie. 2.Corg.17. 
-/' Thus the holy Martyrs,as they ſuf; 
fered moſt; ſo-nodoubtrhey are glo+ 
rified moſt. And thus many deare 
Saints of God,which haue endured a 


very 


1 


\ 


ls TIBET _ 
very hell bY rorment hers z no dls 


but they recciue a more exccllenc 
heauen of comfort hereafter: as they 
haue bene partakers of the ſuffering, 
ſo they are ofthe conſolation. 


Buc tocome to the vic and appli- r.U/, 


cation :Is it ſo, that God doth ſorely. 
afflict his deare childrens Then this 
ſhould teach vs inthe firſt place, not 
to iudge or cenſure thoſe which 
fer , asthough they were greaterſin. 
| ners then others. You know what 
Chriſt himſelfe ſaith in Luke 13, 2. 
Spe; ye, that thoſe Galileans were 
| rn 0 _— _ F ll Tr GP, 
ethey [ufferea ſuch things® 1te 
' you nay, wits We} it was Eng hae of 
Jobs friends to iudge Hob an hypocrite, 
or anotorious offender. becauſe the 
hand of God was ſo heauy vpon him. 
Let vs therefore learne on' the con- 
trary with Gods Church, | Iam. 


To eſteeme them ha hich [uffer. 
Let vs od ro, vp 
73 
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44 _ a 
pon our brethren or fiſters, are ſignes 


of Gods lone towards them, and not 


of his hatred:Fpr whomſoewer the Lord 


tous, he chaſtenith, and ſcourgeth euc- 
rie ſonne whom he receiaeth : as we 
reade Hebrews 12.6.7. And therefore 
eld and vncharitable is-the practiſe 
of all ſuch which take vpon- them to 
iudge and to cenſure many a ſound 
Chriſtian , by their very afflitions, 
tobe hypocrites, to be diſſemblers, 
ro be ſome way notoriouſly wicked: 
For elſe, ſay they, God would neuer 
thus haue puniſhed them. O moſt 
vniuſt and raſh cenſure! Doth nor 
God ſcourge everyſonne: whom he 
recciueth? and ſhall we nor through 
many tribulations enter into the king+ 
dome of God? Therefore ler God be 
true, and'every raſh indger ſhall be 
proneda _ : | 
' Secondly ,-are Gods owne deare 
children ſubie@ ro grieuous andtedi- 
ous afflictions? Therefore this may y 
on : iv 


6 
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26 
iuſt matter ofterror.cothe wed and 
vngodly.Forf iudgement begin at the 
ay of God, what ſhall be the end of 
ſuch as obey not the Goſpell of God? as 


God' corre& his owne with. ſtrokes, 
ſurely he will punith the wicked with 
ſcorpions. -1t he-afflit Lazarus here 
with pouerticand fickneſle, furely he 
= puniſh Dives hereafter-with hell 
Yea, if God ſpared not his Angels - 
which ſinned ;- but caſt them/downe 
into hell, and delivered them into 
darknefſe, to be- reſerued to wudge- 


ment; then how: ſhall che/ wicked . Þ 
 thinke tharthe Lord willſpare them, - 
going on intheirfinfullcouaſess. Oh 


thereforelerall the ſbarp corrections | 
layed vpon Gods children inhislife, 
bedomany warning peales tothe yn 
godly ſpecdily-to repent, arid couwnne 
ro-God initimes,) leſt worſe! puniſh- Fo 
4 = D 4 Pex. 
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the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, x. Per.4-17., If ; 
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Thirdly, the conſideration of this 


truth, to wit, that Gods children are 


ſubiect ro ſo great afflitions; it muſt 
reacheuery one of vs, to be prepared 
to endure great trials'. We muſt be 
prepared toendure lofſe of our dea: 


reſt friends,loſſe of good name; loſle 


of our whole eſtate, loſle of libertie; 
lofſe of health, extremitie of paipes.in 


the body, &that for along time toge-+ 


ther: yea we muſt be prepared forthe _ 

firy triall;\for whatdo we know,what 
God hath'in ſtorefor vs? Laſtly we 
muſt be+ prepared -ro'endure- troubles 
of minde and -vexations of ' conſci- 
rice; wei.muſt- be content £6 be 
broughtt&heauenby hell-gates.Bre- 


thren,wemuſtnot thmke it ftraoge if = 
theſethings befallvnto vs. The like 
haue'befallen-vato Gods owne:ſons 
and'daughters thar are-in the world, 


we may haue more vſc of it hereafter 


then it may be weare aware of, 
þ Fourthly, conſidering that Gods 4.7, 


ele are ſubic& ro'fo great afflii- 

ons, let vs which enioy freedom from 
' _ theſe tormeting miſeries, bethe more 
thankfull ro God for our freedome. 
We might liue in ficknefle, in paine, 
in pouertie, in perſecution,in diſtrefle 
of mind, and yet remaine the true 
children; of God. Therefore what 
cauſe of thankfulneſſe have we, with 
whom the Lord deales more mildly, 
and- yet-giues vs the. ſame hope of 
glorie, which he hath giuen vnto o- 
thers which ſuffer grear trials? 'God 
deales with vs as he dealt with Henochy 
hetakes vs away, and we hardly ſee 
ot feeledeath : whereas many others 
 arecarried as it were-in a fierie cha- 
'' riot to. the kingdome of heauen, 
| Confider this all ye/which fit/vnder 
your owne vine and ynder your owne 


_ figtree,andbe thaukdull. i 


j 
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Fiftly, confidering that Gods chil- 
dren are ſubie& to ſo great affliftions; 
therefore this muſt teach vs ro haue a 
fellowfeeling of themiſeries of others. 
We muſt not make fmall reckning of 
their paines, as though they ailed no-_ 
thing; but we mul compaſſionate 


them, and vſe all the meanes wecan 


. 


/ ' 
i 


| 
| 


| 

| - 

bs | 
— 


ro comfort them , and to ſupport 
them}, as we our felues defire 'to be 
comforted and to be ſupported'if we 
were in their eſtate'. Be' it therefore 
farre from vs to adde affliction to af- 
fliction,or toincreafe the ſorrowes of 
ſuch whom God' hath wourided : 
Bur ler vs rather thinke with ob, 
that he which is in affliftion ought ro 
be comforted of-his friends.” It is a 
cruellpraGtiſe to lay on mort-weight 
vponapoore beaſt; when he is ready 


to finke vnder that burthen which 1s 


vpon himalready.So,much moreit is 
a tyrannous fat to adde to the ſor- 
rowes of themwhich arc alrcady hea- 


me 


vie laden. 


And "i much may ſuffice to | 


have ſpoken concerning the third do- 
&rine, to wit, that Gods deare chil- 
dren arc ſubiet to painfull and tedi- 
ous lickneſles. 

Many painfull nights hane bene ap- 


pointed vnto me. Where obſerue, that. 


tb doth not ſay, It was my hard for- 
tune to ſee much miſerie, or by euill 
lucke andhard chance I came to this 
affliction 5 but many painſull nights 
haue bene appointed Uvntome: wherein 
is intimated vnto vs this truth, name- 


or To be-flone. 4 "Y 


ly, that There © no affliition befallth 4.Dot, 


any of the children of God , be it ne- 
wer ſo ſharpe or tedious , but it befal- 
teth by the determinate counſel and 
purpoſe of God... This is manifeſt out 
of diuerſe texts of holy Scripture, as 

out of Eſay 45:7.1 forme the light,and 
create darkneſſe_: I make peace 5, and 
create enilk1the Lord do alltheſe things. 


Andout of Amos 3.6, hulls —_ - 


Y 


people not 

| be afraid? ſhall there be enill ina citic, 

and the Lord hath not done it ? But yet + 

this point is more eſpecially proued 
by that in Acts 4.27.- where itis ſaid, 

Herod, and Pontius Pilate, and the Gen- 


be blewne in 4 citie_, aud the 


riles, and the people of Iſrael, were ga- | 


thered tegether, to do unto Chriſt that 
which Gods hand and counſell had de- 
termined before to be done. Yea indeed, 
all things both great and ſmall are go- 
uerned and guided by the prouidence | 
of God : there is not aſparrow which 
fallerh vnto the ground, noran haire 
which falleth from our head, without 
our Father ;, as Chriſt himſclfe ſaith 
in Matthew 10. 29. And this truth 
the Saints haue acknowledged from 
time totime. If Shemes curſe Danuid 
and raile vpon him, Da#id will ac- 
knowledge, that the Lord bids him 
curſe, 2.Sam.16.17. If the Sabeans 
take away /obs oxen or his aſſes, and 
the Chaldeans depriuc him of his ca- 
o mels, 


mels; if afire from heauen take away 
his ſheepe, and the winds ſtirred vp 
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. by Satandeſtroy hischildren, yerthe 


will acknowledge, that the Lord hath 
 ginuen, and the Lord hath taken away, 
lob 1.21. | 


Yea but this might ſeeme tobe an 5g 


hard ſaying , that God ſhould be the 
author of allafflitions. For ſuppoſe 
that a man be robbed of all that he 


hath;is God the cauſc of the robbery? 


 orſuppoſea man be wrongfully ſlan- 


dered, is God the cauſe of the flan- © 


.der? This might ſeeme to make God 
the author of {inne. 


bieft. | 


Norhing leſſe. For howſocuer God 46 W 


is the author of the a&tio,yer he isnot 
the author of the euill of the ation: 
he tempteth no manto ſteale, he in- 
fuſeth malice into no mans heart, to 
moue him to curſe orflander.Butthe 
euillof the action is partly of the di- 
uell , and partly of man himlelfe. 


Therefore ler no man, when he is 


temp- 


i tempted, ſay 
God, for God cannot be tempted with e- 
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> © 
, that he is tempted of 


- will, neither tempteth he auy man: but + 


enery manis tempted, when be is ar avwne 


away by hisowne luſt, and is enticed, 


2.0bieft, 


© from his horſe?Doth nor a child vpon 
a fudden fallintoapir;, and is drow- 


, meere caſualties vnto vs, in relpe&t | 


certaine,. and procced from his de- 


Iam.1.13.14. 

.- Burit way be obicced further,Do 
not many croſſes fall out by meere ill 
lucke « Doth nora mans experience 
tell him of many ill chances which 
haue befallen.him? Doth not a man 
ſonierimes breake his necke , falling 


ned? Dothnotan axe head flic from 
the helue, when no ſuch rhing is in- 
rended, and{layes aman © And what 
1sthis but hard Iacke or bad fortune ?+ 

Theſe indeed: may ſeeme to be 


of the ſuddennefſe of them; and be- 
cauſe we ſee notalwayes the'cauſes of 
them. But with Godtheſe things are 


CIcc: 


cree: according to that in Pro.16.35. 
The tot is caſt into the lap, but the diſpo- 
 ſragthereof is fromthe Lord. _ 
Therefore we muſt not be like the 
_ very heathen, aſcribing that, ynto 
chance and fortune,which we ſhould 
byright aſcribe tothe prouidence: of 
God. | 


Burtoccme to the vſe and appli- 1-/c» | 


cation.Is it ſo,that all afflitions come 
by the providence of God? Then this 
muſt teach vs inthe fuſtplace, notto 
murmure, bur ler vs ſay with David; 
in Pſal. 39.9. 1 was dumbe, and opened 
not my month, becauſe thou didde3F it. 
If we conſider, we haue.no-caule in- 
deed to murmure againſt God. For 
firſt, helayeth not vpon any of vs the 
thouſandth part of that which we. do 
deſerue. And ſecondly, he cauſerh 
thoſe afflictions which he doth. lay 
vpon vs, to worke for our,good+-f0 
that we haue more caule to giue him 
' thankes, then in any ſort to murmure 

OR > _ _ againſ 


2.V{e. 
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againſt him. eT 
- Secondly, conſidering thatall our 

afflitions arc from God; therefore : 
ir muſt teach vs to feare God aboue 
all. Let vs not fearethe diuell, norty- ' 
rants, nor our profeſſed enemies.” For 
none of theſe can hurt vs without 
God. Butler vs feare that great God, 
who when he hathafflited vs here, is 
able to caſt both ſoule and body into 
hell fire, Luke 12. 5. Ir is a miſerable 
thing, thatwecan feare a great man 
becauſc he isable ro hurt vs, and that 


i 


we cannot much more feare God 


which is able ro damne vs, This be- 
wrayes a great deale of infidelity in vs: 


* this ſhewes that we do not belceue 


the certaintic of Gods threatnings. 


| We'conſider God onely according 


ro his mercie,and ſo make an idoll of 
him: but we feare him nor for bis ju- 


_ tice. Weprerend that we loue God; 


bur where isthatawfullreſpe& which 
we owe vnto him ? ronts” 
Thirdly, 


"A EE 


Th 


irdly, its fo, th 
are from God * Therefore thismuſt 
- reachvs., that whenſocuer. God doth 


affli vs in any kind whatſocuer , ei- 


ther in our good names, or in our 
goods, or in our friends by raking 
them away, or in our bodies, or ſuch 
like: irmuſt ceach vs I fay, to trie'our 
ſzlues and ro fanne our ſelues, what 
the Lord hath againſt vs, or for what 


cauſe he doth affli vs. Thus did Mo-. 


ſes, Pal. 90.7.8. We are conſumed by 
thine anger , and by thy wrath are we 
troubled, thou haſt ſet our iniquities be- 
fore thee, and our ſecret ſins in the lieht 
of thy countenance. Anditis a bleſſed 
vic of afflictions,to make them as our 
looking glafſe , wherein we difcerne 

- and difſcouer ſome things aiſle in 
ourſelues. Lervs therfore which taſte 

| afflictions , find out our ſecret or 0- 
ſinnes, and then let vs acknow- 
edge them roGod, and humble our 
ſoules for them; letvs renew our co- 
: E uenants 


at all afflitions 3.U/, 


[ 
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 uenants with God ofnew obedience. 
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Yer let vs iuſtifie God in all his pro» | 


ceedings againſt vs , and let vs ſay, 


Lord, it is thy great mercy that thou 
layeſt no greater puniſhment vpon 
me, yea it is thy mercy that I am not 
conſumed and brought to nothing. 
Lervs ſay with Dazzel,Tows beloneeth 
zothing but ſhame and confuſion ; yea 
let vsſayasthetruth is, tharhell fire 
and the ſecond death is due vnto vs. 


By this humiliation joyned with reſo- 


lution of newneſle of life for time to 
come, we ſhall obtaine mercy and 
forgiueneſle of {innes paſt, Prou. 28. 
I3. Secondly , we ſhall turne away 


Gods wrath and judgements from vs 


for time to come, as Nineue did : and 
without this repentance, there is no 
F_ elcape fro Gods vengeance, 

ut his hand will ſtill beſtretched our. 
againſt vs : he wil breake vs with one 
breaking after another, vntill we be 
content to breake off our ſinnes. 1f 

We 


we will make no end of ſinning, let vs 

neuer thinke that God will make an 

- endofpuniſhing.. / | 
Fourrthly, isit ſo, that God is the 4-7/c. 
author of all affliftions > Therefore 
this muſt teach vs to flie vato God 
for helpe inthe time of diſtreſle. We 
muſt ſay with the Church in Hoſc6.1 
The Lord hath torne, and be will heales 
he hath ſmitten , and he will bindewvs 
vp. We muſtnot feeketo witchesor 
wizzards for helpe , neither muſt we 
truſt in our Phyſttians as Aſa did, in 
2. Chron. 16.12; butwemuſlt ſeeke 
torheliuing God. ſpeakenot this,to 
the end we ſhould neglect the 
meanes, but thar we ſhould nottoo 
much dote vpon the meanes, as itis 

J- theſinne of too many. And I ſpeake_ 
it furthermore to this end and pur- 
poſe , that we might be ſtirred vp rhe 
more feruently ro ſeeke to God by 
prayer and humiliation inthe rimeof 
our trouble. For it is too maniteſt 
Fj; E 4 +: 8m 


, 


how earneſt we are in ſecking after 
- themeanes, while in the meane time 
we negle& to ſeeke vnto God by - 


prayer for his helpe. Weare like vn- 
to Rachel whichcryeth(though other- 


wiſe a good woman ) and faith vnto * 


Tacob , Giue me children or elſe I aie: 
not remembring that it was in God 
onely to giue children. And ſo we cry 


with feruency, Giue me this helpe or | 


elſe I dye, whereas it is the Lord one- 


Ty whichbis able ro helpe. | y 
Fifthly and laſtly,Do all affliftions | 


come by the prouidence of God? 
Then this may be matter of comfort 


& conſolation vnto all Gods afflicted 


ople : for certainly God will lay no. 
_ other aornup a ea his Saints, bue 
cir good. God is +-|: 


that which is fort 
eur tender Father, andcan we thinke 
that a tender father will giue any 


thing to his beloued child , bur that 


which is good and wholeſome? God 
15 our faithfull Phyſitian, and ſhall we 
_ thinke 


; or Tombe-ſlone. 59 

thinke thar a faithfull Phyſician will 
' wittingly giue any thing to his pa- 
_ tient, which may doharme and not 

ood? Godis our chiefe friend,and 

Chal we thinke that our chiefe friend 
will ſceke our bane? Be ic farre from 
vs ſo toimagine. Yea be affured of 
this,thou afflitedin Sion,and toſfed 


with tempeſts ; if God did not know © 
{| andpurpoſeto do thee good by affli- 
| Ccions,[ dare be bold to ſay,he would 


. neuer affli& thee. And therefore ſay 
with Chriſt, and that with comfort 
and willing ſubiefion, The cap which 
my Father hath giuen me , ſhall I not 
drinke it? Joh.18, r1. Yea count it for | 
matter of great ioy , that the Lord 
doth vouchſate ro corre& you for 
' your good: for when ye are zudged, ye 
are chaſtened of the Lord, that ye micht 
wot be codemned with the world, as the. 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh in 1. Cor. 11. 33» 
And thus much for the fourth do- 
atcine, to wit,thatall afflictions come 

a\_ | E 3 .- by 
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by rhe pronidence of God,andby his 
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decree and determinatepurpoſe. -_ 
When 1lie downe, Iſay when ſhall 1 
ariſe, and the nizht be gone? and Tam 
full of toſſtnes to and frojgrc. 
Whence obſcrue , That affl;i#1ons 
may be irkſome and. troubl:(ome_s to 
the very children of God. This 1s ma- 
nifeſt by this example of /ob.For it ap- 


_ peareth both by his words and by his | 


geſture,how irkſome his ficknefſſe was 
vnto him. The like we reade of Daxza, - 
For how was he perplexed for' the 
loſſe of his fonne <AGſolop: crying 
out in a moſtlamentable manner ,O 
my ſonne Abſolon, my ſonne, my ſoune 


-Abſolon : would to God Thad' died for 
thee, o Abſolon my ſonne , my ſonne | 


The like we reade of /rreminhin his 
fourth chapter, 19. verſe, crying our, | 
My belle, my belle, Tam pained at the» 
very heart, my heart maketh 4 noiſe in 
me. The like we ſee in Rache!,Matth.2. 


18, For,1n Rama was there a voice 


heard, 


' troubled, when he ha 


or Tombe-flone.  &6r 
heard, lamentation and weeping , and 
great mourning: Rachel weeping for 
her children , an4-would not be comfor- 
ted, becauſe they were not. Thelike we 
ſce in Hezekiab, Eſay 38.14. Fot in 


| his ſickneſle he chatrered like a crane 


or a {wallow: yea he mourned like 
a doue. The like we reade of the 
Churchin affliction,Efay 59.11. ſay- 
ing, Weroare like Beares, and mourne 
like doues.Y ea what ſhall we ſpeake of 
Elzas,who was cuen wearie of his life, 


by reaſon ofthe idolatry and perſecu- 


tion in the dayes of 7e/abe/? 1.Kin.19. 
4. VVhat ſhall we ſpeake of N gomre+ - 
who named her ſelfe »:ar2 or bitter,in 


reſpe& ofher bitter afflictions? Ruth 


1.21. What ſhould we mention 70- 
24s, Who was exceedingly vexed and 
7 no iuſt cauſe 

ſo to be? Ionas 4. 9. Yea my beloued, 
it befell euen to Chriſthimſelfe ro be 
troubled , and to be ſenſible of his 
ſmart. For elſe why doth' he pray a- 
E 4 gainec 
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againe and againe, that zhe bittey = þ 
might paſſe from him? Or , why dot 
hecry, My God, my God, why haſt thou * 
forſaken me? and the like. 
 ._ Yea,thechild of God may beſo | 
ſenſible of his atfliftion,and his crofſe 
may beſo irkcfowe vnto him, as that = 
he may fall thereby into diuers dan- 
gerous temptations. 
Hemay come tothinke that God 
hath forſaken him, as we fee in the 


example of Dauid, Pſal. 77.7.8. will .'| 


the Lord caſt off for exer, will he be fa- 
 40urable no more? Is bis mercie cleane_ 
gone for euer? Doth his promiſe faile 
for euermore ? Hath God forgotters to be 


gracious , hath he in anger ſhut vp his | 


tender mercies?ce > 
Secondly , the child of God in af- * 

_ Aiſtions, may poflibly be very impa- 

| tient, and may vtter dangerous ſpec- 
ches, as weſce inthe "ene EX 
ample of Tons, 7 dowell tobe angry. 
Yea,he may come to curſe the _—_ 
Is 


Find ones EN NI 
| his birth with 70b and 7eremiah. Yea, 

he may come to haue his words fiyal. 

lowed vp that he cannot pray, Job 

6.3. | 
"Thirdly , the very ele may poſ- 

ſibly be comfortleſle in their afflii- . 

on, according ro that in Eſay 54.11.0 _ 

thou afflitted , toſſed with tempeſl and 

zot 'comforted ! Yea, they may dye . 
mourning , their gray haites may go 

with mourning to the graue as /x- 

cob ſpeakes of himſclfe, Gen.q42.38, 

And where be great reaſons why af- 
flictions are thus irkſome to Gods 
children : as firſt, becauſe our nature 1.Rea/ov, 
is fraile and weake , our ſtrength is not 
the ſtrength of ſtones , nor our fleſh of 
braſſe : as Tobſpeaketh, 7b 6.12. but 
we are fleſhie bodies, and therefore 
very ſenlible ofthe leaſt paines. | -. 

Secondly , the diucll doth cſpect- 2:Roaſov. 
ally rempt vnto impatiencie in the 
time of our afflition: we haue then 
of all other times the ſirongeſitremp- . 

tations. 
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rations. VVhen did Satan moſt tempt 
Tb co curſe God, but inthe depth of 

his miſerie and calamitie ? And there- : 
fore it is not much to be maruelled 
at , if we deſcrie naturall frailtie and 


wakoeld> ; in our brethren and ſiſters 


at ſuch a time. 
God deliuers his children to —_ | 
frailtie, that in their weakeneſle his 


power might be ſcene. For, how ad- 


murable is the power of God, in the 
preſeruing of ſuch a man or woman 
rocternall life! which oftentimes nei- 
ther know what they do, nor what 
they ſay.Itis a great worke of God to 
bring any to heauen though they 


| pray, though they call for mercie, 


though they giue euidences of faith 
and repentance; but to bring ſuch to 
heauen which forthe preſent cannot 


- pray, itisa workeratherto be admi- 


red then conceiued. 
God allo ſuffers his deare aldron 


to dic vacomfortably for their cauſe 
which 


or Tombe'ſfone. 
which ſtand by , as either for the 
warning of his Saints ſtanding by, to 
teachthem to take heede of nouri- 


ſhing corruption, leſt it trouble them 


at the laſt : and ro forewarne them al- 
ſo ro prepare great ſtrength againſt 
the needfull time, Or elfe the Lord 
dothit in his iuſtice, to be a ſtum- 
bling blocke to the wicked that ſtand 
by. : tharthey may depart andſay,Lo 
theſe are the Profeſſours, thele are 
the holy people, theſe are the run- 
| nersto Sermonsz and yet you ſee 
' whatends they make: God blefſe me 
from their profeſſion,&c.A iuſt indg- 
ment of God, that foraſmuch as the 


wicked will not receiue any good by 


Gods people in their life time, either 


by their good counſell , or goodex- 
ample, that therefore they ſhould 


receiue hurt and bane by their death. 


Burt here ſome may poſſibly ob-'7 


ie: Doth not Chriſt himſelfeſay, 
that The Comforter ſhall remaine for 


ener 


#8 | 


Obie 
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euer with his Eleff? Tohn 14.16. Yea, 


doth he not ſay further, that No man 


Pellthe meth iy Hot 16-24. 


Which being truce, how can itpoſli- 


bu 


! > ,Fblybe, that thechild of God hauing 


had at any time ſound joy, ſhould die 
vncomfortably? os, 

To this I anſwer, that indeed it is 
true, ſound ioy ſhall neuer viterly be 


taken away from any eleCt veſſcIl; bur 


it is not to be denied but the ſence & 


feeling of that ioy may be taken a- 
way. Though Chriſt wasalwaies the 
Sonneof Gods loue, and remained 


for euer in his fauour, yet he was not 


alwayesſenfible ofthat loue, which 


cauſed him to crie, My God , my God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me ? 

If any ſhall obie&t further, and ſay; 
Do we not reade, that the Apoſtles 
reioyced, In that they were thought 


worthy to ſuffer rebuke for Chriſt ? Ats 


5.41- Anddo wenot heare of thoſe 


holy Martyrs in Hebr, 10. 34. who 


ſ#ffered 


ſuffered with ioy the ſpoyling of. their 
goods ? Yea, do we not behold with 


our eyes,many Chriſtians which de- 
part our of this life with much hea- 


uenly ioy ? Therefore it may-ſeeme, + - 
that rhe end of Gods children 52 


toyfull end. 


 Tanſwer,ir1s true that many Chri- 4,7 


ſtians , yea I hopethe moſt of Gods 
children depart with ioy. Bur this is 
not the condition of all. There be 
ſome that go weeping to heauen, as 
well as there be others which go tri- 
umphing, There be ſome that are car- 
ried in fiery chariots with- E425, and 


aSit werein a whirle-wind : when o- 


thers are carried ina more mild man- 
ner,or as it were 1n a horſelitter. 


If any ſhall yet obietand ſay, Do z, 0bief? 


wenot reade in Pſal.37.37.Marke the 


'J : vpri ht man,g#+ behold the tuſt:the end 


of that man ts peace? Therefore how is 


it poſſible that the end of the child of 


God thould be yncomfortable ? : 
e 


”— 
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| Ir is moſt true, that the end of | 
Gods children is peace,butthis peace 

is eſpecially obtainedin the world to 
come; torſo faith the Propher: Peace 
{ball come, and they ſhall reſt in their 
beds, Efay 57.2. Yea what ſaith our 
bleſied Sauiour ? 7 the world ye ſhall 
hkaue_— affliction , but be of good com- 


fort, Thaue oucrcome the world, lohn 


I6.33» 

Bur to come to the v{e and appli- 
cation of this point : Is it ſo, that af- 
flictions may be thus troubleſome 
and tedious to the 'very children of 
God? Then this muſt teach vs, not 
raſhly to cenſure all ſuch as in whom 
we diſcouer much weakenefle and 
ſignes of impatiency. For in ſo doing 


we might quickly come ro condemne 


the generation ofthe righteous.Shall 
we 1udge 0b to be an hypocrite if we 

heare him curling the day of his birth? 
God forbid. Therefore ;zudge not that 


ye bent indeed. For with what judges 


ment 


CE Ard CAS ais-2- +04, Tg 


ment ye indge , ye ſballbe indged; and 
with what meaſure ye meate, it ſhall be 
meaſured to you againe, 'Matth. 7.2: 
. In ſtead of indging andcenſuring os + 
ther,in this caſe rather learne ro iudge 
thy ſelfe: thinke thus with thy ſelfe, 
when thou ſceſt ſignes of impatiehncy 
in good people, firſt, that ſurely their 
pangs & paines are exceeCing great, 
tor otherwiſe they would: not thus 
complaine: and ſecondly ſuſpe&thy 
ſclfe, that if thou wereintheir caſe ; 
and diddeſt endure that which they 
endure, thou thy «elfe wouldeſt be 


farre more impatient. | 


o 


. Secondly , 1s it fo, that afflictions 2.Uſe. *© 


may be thus tedious vnto the chil- 
dren of God ? Therefore this muſt 
teach vs to berthankfullto God,when 
our brethren and ſiſters make acom- 
fortable end. How great cauſe hadthe 
friends and kindred of holy martyrs 
to praiſe God, when they beheld with 

their eyes the ſteadfaſt faith, the vn- 
daumeed 


" 
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daunted courage, the maruellous pa» 


tience which appeared in thoſe wor: 
thy ſcruants of God. And ſo when we 
behold our friends vpon their death- 
bed , iuſtifying God, condemning 


 themſclucs, laying holdofſaluation 


by Chriſt, .giuing good inſtruction 
vnto others, and commending their 
ſpirits into the hand of their Lord 
which hath bougherhem:ſurely,I ſay, 
in this caſe we haue great-and iuſt 
cauſe to glorite God, And fo much 
the rather are we bound to be thank- 
full for this, becauſe it is not giuento 
all che Saints to haue this comfort at 
the laſt: but ſome vpon their dearh- 
beds are coſtrained with Chriſt Icſus 
tocry in the {ence of their paines, My 
God ny God why haſt thou forſaken me? 
.. Thirdly,is ic ſo,thatatflitions may 
bethus tedious vnro Gods children? 
Therefore this muſt teach all Chriſti- 
ans rocndeauourandrhatberimes.ta 
lay the foundation of a —_— 
| ca 
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of 


ferue rheſe rules. 


>, © Birft, we ruſt take away the ſting 
ofdeath, which is finne. There is no- 


thing which-makes death terrible or 
troubleſome vnto Gods child, but 
ſinne: as for the parigs, many Chrifti- 
ans have comfortably endured them, 
cſpectally being aſſured of Gods fa- 


uour , and alſo-prinie to themſclues - 


of a well fpent life. Bur as for ſuch 
_ which would not be ruled, burwould 


bene comonly vncomfortable.There- 
fore my deare brother and fiſter,who- 
ſoener thou art, let my counſelt be 
available with thee, caſt away _—_ 
tranſgrefitons . whereby thou haſt 
- tranſgreſled. Spare -not'thy boſome 
fins. For Hay vnto thee, cuery finne 
which thon keepeſt vamortified,doth' 
threaten ro make thy death vieoms+ 
fortable. Vhierefore let vs euery day 
be leffening the ſorrowes of deathi by 


| 


J ftill reraineafelfewill, their erid hath -. 
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our dayly practiſe of mortification, 
 Haſtthou mortified luſt,morrific alſo | 

couetouſneſle : haſt thou mortified 
couctouſneſle , mortifie alſo pride; 
\ haſtthou mortifiedpride, mortific al- 
| fo raſh anger: maword, haſt thou 
mortified ſome ſinne, ſtriue to morti- 
. fie all finne.For aſſure thy ſclfe,if thou 
keepe any one {inne aliue, it will be 


|  bitrerneſſe intheend. 


Secondly, if we defire to make a 
comfortable end,we muſt walke faith- 


- fully,andlaborto glorific God in our Þ* 


particular calling. How came Pas! to 
finiſh his dayes with comfort, burby 
this, that he had finiſhed his courſe 2 
. 2-Tim.4. that is, he had bene care- 
full ro accompliſh the worke where- 
unto he was ſent. For it is notſuffici» 
ent, my welbcloued, that we obſerue 


with diligence the workes of pictie, - | 


_ and that we walke faithfully in our 
geacrall calling as we.are Chriftians, 
ut we muſt allo walke faithfull inour 

par- 
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particular callihþs It snorſbfficient 
to ſeemetobe agood Chriſtian, bur 
we muſt be good Magiſtrats; orpood 
maiſtcrs,or good husbands,:or 
wiues;or good ſferuants,o0 orgoo 
dren,&c.We rhuſt glorifieGadinthe ' 
ranke wherein God bathſer vs;if euer 
WCrreanc todiewithſonndcomfore. 
' Thirdly, ;:iHwe defure1to; make ; 
———— we muſthe carefull 
tothinke ofourend betimes- When 
ficknes and death catne'vuexpedted, 
they are:the more vnwelcome;;'they; 
come: as vhbidden/guelts.:: bur-if we 
haue - ſeriouily[-chought of cheſs: 
things beforeþand; and made theni; 
part of our:dafly medirarion thee 
they ate the Jeſſe troubleſome z and 
the more-ealily borne. Eucnas aheas! pn, 
uieburden, it it be throwne vpon' a! 
mans ſhoulders at vnawares,itis ready: 
tobreake his backe;burt if he be aware 
of. his burden, and fic bimſelfe- to re-/ 
cciuc it, it is farre more a :So 
2 --it 


itis with death and ficknefle : if thoy 
thinke of theſe things before hand, 
they will be farre more eafte; but.if 
thoupur.this cuil day farre from thee; 
cthouſhalt find by wofull experience; 
' that vnexpedted dearh is the moſt 
bitter and terrible. Therefore let thy 
bed pur thee dayly in; minde of thy 
grauc, and thy fleepe of thy death;let |, 
_ thepurting off thy garmems putthee | 
inmindeof laying downe this taber- 
_ pacleofthy body; yea let thy ſheetes 
pur thee. in minde of thy winding 
ſheete; and theclothes which couer 
thee in thy bed, put thee in minde of 
the carth. which ſhall coucr thee in 
thy graue:Thus thou ſhalrimitate 706 
who waited all the dayes of his ap- 


pointed time vncil hischanging came, | 


. Iob14.14. And thus thou: ſhalt imi- 


tate many deare children of God,' ']' 


which are taught: of God thus to 
thinke of their mortalitie. Thus thou 
ſhalt be more and more mortificd-to 

... me 


-- Fowthly, if we delice to. make a 
comfortableend, we muſt endeuour 


betimes to make our calling and c- 
arted 


IecRion ſure. Thus Seo 
in peace, becaule his'eyes had ſcene 
Gods ſaluation. And indeed how can 
we expect to die with comfort, 


while we are'vnreſolued what ſhall 


become of our ſoules inthe world to 


, come? And that we may make our - 
calling and eleQion ſure,we muſt ob- 


ſetuetheſe rules.' Firſt ,- we muſt be 


diligent hearers of Gods word for 


Faith comes by hearing," as the A- 


poſtle ſpeaketh, VVhar isthe reaſon | 


that ſo many wauer ?- Is it-not be- 
- cauſe they are idle, and - becauſe 


they will not. take the paines to 


© heare fo diligently, as: their' caſe 
requireth 2 . Secondly, that wee 
may make our calling and eleion 
ſure; we muſt frequently receiue the 
GigI | F 3 Lords 


4 


or Tambe-ſlone.' I, 
the world, .andthus nodoube thou 


w_w 9 
Lords Supp | Expe 
_ Chriftian'isthere,batheiablero ell 


u, that the Sacrament: by Gods + |» 


© 
Lieſfog hath a©norable#confirming 
andeftabliſhing power? And there- 
fore thoſe © negligent Miniſters are 
puiltic of rhe weakneſſe ofthe faith of 
the people, inrhatthey do not ſofre: 
quently as they ought,adminiſter the 


' holy Sacramenr: Thirdly, if we deſire |. 


our calling and ele&ion to be. made 
* ſure, rhen we muſt pray vnro Godjas 
the Apoſtles did ,/'that the Lord 
would increaſe out faith: For vnleſſe 
Gods 'Spirit-doreſtifie:rogerher with 
our ſpirit, we can neuer come'to any 
_ full afſtrance. /Paw/ may plant, and 
Mpolbs may water ,-/burt'it muſt:be 
God alone which muſt giue the: an- - + 
creaſe of fauing grace. Fourthly,if we 
would make ourcalling and eledtion © 
furs, 'wee muſt meditate often: of 
Godspromiſes, andwe muſt rrieour 
eſtate' by-the markes which are:pe- 
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culiar vnto Gods ele&. Fifthly, if we 
would make our calling andeleQion 
ſure , we muſt be plencifull in good 
workes. For whom hath God pro- 
miſed to ſtrengthen vpon the bed of 
languiſhing , in Pſal. 41.3. bur ſuch 
as conſider wiſely of the poore? And 
who are they which lay vp for them- 
ſelues a good foundation againſt the 
. timeto come, laying hold of eternall 
life , but ſuch as are rich in good 
; workes?1.Tim.6.19. Thus we ſec the 
way to a comfortable departure. God 
almightie giue cuery one of vs $566 
to take this way, that ſo by our death 
we may olorific God, bring comforr 
& good example roourbrethren,and 
eternall benefit to our owne ſoules, 
'  andthatforthe merits of Icſus Chriſt 
our Lord, to whom with the bleſſed 
Father , andthe holy Spirit , three 
moſt glorious perſons, and one God, 
be aſcribed,as is moſt due;all honour, 
praiſe and glorie, all true fearc,reue- 
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renceand obedience, from this time 
 forthfor cuermore, Amen, | 


The occaſion of this Sermon (as 
you know) was for the celebration of 
the funerall of that excellent ſeruant 
of God, Miſtris E/rzzaheth /nxon, the 
late faichfull wifc.of Maiſter John Jux» 

_ on Citizenot this famous citic of Lou-. 
don, And rhe reaſon which moued 
me to make choice of this Text ra- 
ther chen of any owher, was the re- 
queſt of our dcare ſiſter deeeaſſed, 
who vpon her death-bed called, for. 
her Bible, andcurned to this portion 
of Scriprure , and deſired me to in» 
treace of it at her buriall,. And indeed 
if lhad bene lcft to mine owne free 
choice , I thinke I could not have 
made a fitter choice of a Text in all 
the Bible. Forthe eſtate of 7ob deſcri- * 
bedin theſewords, doth notably an- 
{wer to theelſtate of our ſiſter. Ne 
-'For, were the moneths of Job, Mr | 
4 NECLnS 


neths of vanitie? did they vaniſh a+ _ 

way like ſmoake? didthey paſſe away - 

| > quickly like che Weauers ſhuttle? 

Euen ſo it was with the life of this 

our ſiſter; ber dayes were but few 

and cuillz her pilgrimage here was 

bur ſhorts for the was not full ſeven 

and twentic 'ycares old when God 

tooke her away,as I am informed, As 

it was with Hepoch, becauſe he walked 

with God, therefore the Lord rooke 

him away in his middle age : even ſo 

it was with this worthy woman ſhe 

walked with her God, and therefore 

he hath now taken her vp yneo him- 

(clfe inthe mid(t of her dayes. - 

_ Secondly,did 6b endure apainfull 

and tedious griefe in his bodie? Euen 

| ſodidthisour ſiſter; herpaines were 
very great, her triall was a fierie trill; 
yea her ſicknefle was not onely do- 
lorous, bur likewiſe it was long and 
tedious , continuing ypon her with 

| grear extremitis for the ſpace of © 


_ . 


fo  TheCbnament, 
yeare and vpwards. God did grinde 
her in the mortar of his fatherlycor- 
reCtion like ſpice,that ſo ſhe might be 
madethe more fragrant ſactifice vnto 
himſelfe, 

Thirdly, was #6 brought by his 
ſickneſle tothe fight of the vanitie of 


earthly things? So was this ſervant of 


God, ſhe hadatrained an holy {corne 
of the contentments of this life. For 


when 1 demanded of her, whether 
the comelinefle of the roome where 


ſhe lay, and furniture of her houſe ] | 
did not ſomewhat tempt her to defire. 
ſtill ro live : ſhe anſwered me, That 


nothing in the world did mou her 
to defire life , no not her very chil- 
. dren, which were farre more deare 
vnto her, then'any worldly riches 
whatſoever, So that I found ſhe was 


quite dead tothe world in her mind, 


before ſhe was dead or depriued of 

life in her bodie. God grant that cue- 

_ rie one of vsmaylabour for the like 
ad. grace 


\ 


grace of ſound motrification. -For;if 
we be:dead and crucified vnto the 
{> world, 'itisagood figne thatwe are 
aline to God. " tae 
Fourthly , was griefe and. ſinart 
irkſome and- troubleſome vneo '/ob 
himſclte > Then it wasthe grearmer- 
cic of God,to giue patience vnto this 
our fiſterin any meafure. Andlert vs 
nocthinke iritrange itſhe roared and 
cried with paine at fomcrimes; bur 
let vs rather 'feare, that if we had 
bene in hercaſe, and had raſted'her 
ſorrowes, we had bene like to fall in- 
to greater-extremitie/then ever ſhe 
fell: It is thepropertie of a good child 
tocriewhileſthe is@beating ,aswell 
as pf a bad.,Buthereis the diftereneey, 11, 
a goodchild; when'theſmart is gone, 
will kifſe the rod, and. loue his,pa- 
*  rents,and be ſory for his fault; where- 
as 2 wicked child .will-murmure+a- | 
; gainſt andhatchisparents.Now this KF 
our worthy ſiſter ſhewed her _— 


| beagoodchild; for ſhe cried when 
ſhe felt the ſmare + but when ſhe: had 
any mitigation, ſhe condemned-_her 
impaticncie, and iuſtified God , kif 
ſinghisrod, by ſhewing a very ten- 
der affeftionot loueto God, when- 
focuer ſhe thought or ſpoke ſeriouſly 
of him, | 

Fifthly, were theſe painfull nights 
_ appointed vnto-7eb, not by fatall ne- 
ceſſitie j or by chance and fortune, 
but by the prouidence of God > Eucn | 
ſo ir was with this our ſiſter. For how- 
locyer the firſt occaſion of her fick- 
neſle--might -ſeeme vnto vs to be 
meerly caſuall; yer che truth is, that 
eyencaſualticsthemfelues are guided 
by the divine prouidence. For (as 
Salomon ſaith) The lot is caſt into the 
lap, but the whole diſpoſition thereof is 
from Ieheazh Prou.r6.33. And thus 
I hauedeclared-wnto you;'how ficly 
this Text doth anſwer vnto this pre» 
ſentoccafion.Now may itpleaſe you 
or | further 
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fed; bur duly obſerue cuery marke 


A 


further to-confider the 
— be Seal ſtare ſhall ap- 
And uall eſtare. ſhall 

peare by a ſtrict and ſerious dank 
nation which ſhe tooke of her ſelfe 
in the time of her health. Ic is ſer 
downe with herowne hand, and was 
found by her husband after her de-' 
parture , amongſt the reſt of her 
things which ſhe moſt eſteemed : and | 
for my owne part, I knowthem to be 
nofables. For Iknew ber ſpirituall e- 


7 ſtate,by fruc yeares experien ce Jiuing 


inthe houſe with her. Now I thoughe 
good to make them-publike,not one- 
ly for a due memorial of this bleſſed 
ſeruant of Gad; bur alſo for the com- 
mon goodot Gods Church:as being' 
indeed.cxcecdingly importuned by 

ood people thereunto. If you de- 
fire ro reape benefite by the markes, 
reade them not as a bare report or 
commendation of the partie deceal- 


what 
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what it importeth; and nexr; obſerue 
in what maner it was-found-'in this 
worthy woman : thirdly, weigh well - 
_ theplaces of Scripture whichrare al- 
| lTedgedtoprouethe Markes to be pe- 
culiar to Gods ele&t : and-laſtly, exa- 
mine whether + thou findeſt © rheſe 
{ignes inthy ſelfe or no, for rhis is the 
' waytobenefitby them. | 
The Markes: which this/our fiſter 
found to be wrought in her,by Gods 
_ holy Spitic, are-many : I will reduce 
_ themtoas few heads as I can, for the 
helpe of your -memorie : I will not 
| adde any thing aboue the ſence of 
that which ſhe hath written ; onely ic 
ſhall be my endenonr to bring that 
which (hethath written, into diſtin& 


order for better capacitie, andto de- » | 


clare vnto yau my owne particular 
| knowledge concerning her eſtate. 

 Andthe Markes are theſe following, 
being noted inthe ſmall letters for di- 
ſtintion, And behold, ſhe: rhat 


IS 


is dead, ſhall yer ſpeake vnto you. \. 
The firſt Make. 


Firſt, 1 deſire to be exerciſed in the 
word aay and xight : and 1 finde a wit- 
ling receining of Gods commandements, 
they are not griewous. 


And that this precious figne was 
in this worthy woman, let her, pra-, 
iſe ſhewit.To my knowledge,when 
ſhe was in the Citic, ſhehcard for the 
molt part, nine or ten Sermons eue- 
ry weeke;whereof foure of them con« 
ſtantly vpon the Sabbath day,beſides, 
catechizing.. Alfo, ſhe. read. daily 
morning and cuening ſome part of 
the Scripture , from the. beginning. 
of the Bible vnto the: end thereof. 
And ſhe did not readethe Scripture 
as many do, in haſte, but withſerious 
conſideration, application, and me- 
dictation. Morcouer, Gods comman- 
dements werenot grieuous vnto Ci 

” iy 


$6 
but ſhe obeyed them with cheareful. } 
nefle. I neuer made any motion vnto 
her for any thatwere in diſtreſſe , bur - 
as ſoone as ſhe heard it, ſhe obeyed, 
Yea,the word was ſo farre from being 
gricuous, asthat jt was more ſweete 
then the hoty and the hony combe, (as 
ſhe acknowledged.) Yea ſhe ſlept c- 
neric night wh this meate in her 
| mouth: the word'being her laſt me- 
_ dirations in the night, and her ficſt 
thoughts in the'morning. 


” And this conſtant meditation of 


Gods word, is given as an infallible 
matke of a bleſſed perſon in Pſal. r. 
tn that' Law will he meditate» day and 
night. And if this be a figne in any, 
then much mage in this good Chri- 
ſtian.- For indeed, vortill it pleaſed 
Godtoconvert het ſoule (which was 
about five yeares ago) ſhe walked 
according tothe courſe of the wotld, 
arid maruelled (as ſhe her ſelfe con- 
feſed) what people meant to ruane 

- dragling 


dragling to Sermons. But the Lord 
changedher mind, and then Ithinke 
ſhe ranne as-faſt ro Sermons as the 
_ reſt ofherbrethcen & ſiſters; I meane 

as the reſt of Gods deare Sainrs and 
children. be She 


The ſecond Marke. 
The word worketh in me a redre(ſe 
\' of my wayes. Ws 27 


And thar this figne was in this 
worthy woman, it was euident vnto_ 
me, who was made throughly ac- 
-quainted by her voluntary confeſli. 
on, with her eſtate. She acknowled- 
ged vnto me, after herconuerfion, 
how vaine her courſe had bin in for- 
mer times. Yea ſhe concealed not 
from me the greateſt ſinnes that ener 
ſhe committed in all her life time. 
And therefore I ſaw with mine eyes, 
 wharan admirable redrefſe of ways 

the Word and' Spirit of God had 
RO G wrought 
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wrought in her. Now brethren, when 
the Word of God works athrough 
and cffeuall redrefle:, it isan eui- 4{ > 
dent figne of a happy eſtate and con-. 
dition. For the VVord worketh cffc- 
 Qually in none but in ſuch which 
do belecue : as wegather out of the 
words of the Apoſtle in 1. Theſlal. 
RSS... £ 


k _ Thethird Marke. 


t - {finde areſpeit to all the comman- 
' dementsof God , deſiring to obey inthe 
 Heaſt commandement as well as in the 
| greateſt; Ifind a willingneſſe to obey 4+ 
ainſt profit, pleaſure, credite, eaſe, li- 
ertie, and the liking of carnall friends. 
+ And that this ſigne was in this I 
worthy Chriſtian, it is alſo euident. 
_ Shehath defiredtoobeyin thelcaſt, 'J | 
and much morein the greateſt com- | 
mandements. She, --for her - part, | 
made conſcience,as well of lite oaths 
RO as 


= E 


outward practiſes. This was manifeſt 
vnto me 'by her complaints againſt 
herſelfe, in-ſuch-things as a carnall 


hypocrite would haue eſteemed but 
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motes, whereas ſhe eſteemed them 
beames. And that ſhe had a willing- 
neſſe to obey againſt profir, itis like- 
wiſe cuident; for ſhe wasan eſpeciall 


meanes to perſwade her hnsband,not 


to incomberhimfelte with roo much 
worldly imployment , but ratherto 
content himſelfe with lefſe' worldly 
gaine, and to'redeeme time forhea- 
ring Gods word , and for other holie 
occaſions. Secondly , ſhe obeyed a- 
gainſt pleaſure 3* for whereas ſhe had' 
wont to ſeeke her bodily recreation 
vpon the Sabbath day, in walking vp' 
anddowne, in fitting athergate, in 


as of great; of deceiuing in aſhilling, 
as well as in a pound; of the luſt of 
the eye, as well as of the-aR of yn- 
. cleaneneſſe; of words, as well as of 
deedes; and of thoughts,as well asof 


G 2 talking - 
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ealking of worldly matters , and ſuch 
like : now ſhe was growne ſo deuout 


and pious, as that ſhe made conſci- «| 


enceto expell worldly choughts vp- : 

" ponthe Lords day, as appeared by 
many godly queſtions, from time 
to time put forth vnto me by her. 
"Thirdly , ſhe obeyed againſt credite; 
. forwhereas in her carnalleſtate, her 
carnall neighbours reſpeRed her ; at: 


_ © terwards, when they obſcrucd this 


godly change in her, they ceafſed to 
giue her that reſpe& which was due 
vnto her ; yea indeed they enuyed, 
hated, and neglected her . Fourthly, 
that ſhe obeyed againſt libertie and 
eaſe, it was alſo manifeſt; for where- 


+ 0s in her carnalleſtate ſhe could take 


 libertie to keepe her bed vpon the 
Sabbath day till eight of the clocke, 
now in herſpirituall eſtate, ſhe could 
. affoord to riſe by fivea clocke inthe 
morning, andthatin the cold win- 
| ter,and when ſhe was with child,and 

Re co 


or Tombe-ſlone. or 
togotothe Lecureintheciticat fix 
aclocke , andthis ſhe did conſtantly. 
Fifrhly , chat ſhe obeyed againſtthe 
liking of carnall friends, it was alfo 
plaine: for they ſtormedagainſt her 
for thelegodly courſes, and did not 
ſpare totell ber, That ifſhe thus pro- 
ceeded, ſhe would vtterly vndo her- 
ſelke, and ouerchrow her eſtate: and 
yet, againſt all theſe pull-backes, ſhe 
bald on her godly courſe vnto the 
' end. 

And know this my deare brethren, 
that there is: no ſurer cuidence of a 
good eſtate then vaiuerſall obedi- 
cace. What was it that confirmed 
the eſtate of Zachary and El;zabethro 
be a bleſſed and happie eſtate, but 
this, in that zhey walked inallthe com- 

, mundements of God , without rebuke? 
Luke 1. 6. | 
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 , Thefourth figneor Marke. 
I find feruency and frequencie is «| 
prayer, in ſecret. &: 


Concerning the feruency of this 
good woman in prayer,andthat inſe- 
cret, I myſelfc haue bene an carewit- 
neſle, for Lhauc heard herpray when 
ſhe was not aware of me. And for 


her frequency,the family are notig- | 


norant how exa@ly ſhe kept and ob- 
ſerued her religious houres in pri- | 
uate. There is no hungrie perſon 
doth more duely obſerue his meale- 
times, then this faithfull perſon' ob+ 
ſerued her cimes for prayer and rea- 
ding. 
And who will not eafily acknow- 
ledge , thar the truefſpirit of prayer is 
' anotableſigne ofa bleſſedeſtate?For - 
God doth powre the ſpirit of prayer 
vpon none, but vpon ſuch vpon 
whom alſo he powreth the ſpirit of 
grace, Zach.12. 10, And what faith 
bleſſed _ 


| or Tomb ſtone. L 93 
bleſſed Pawl?.Whoſoeuer ſhall call upon 
the name of the Lord ſhall be ſancd, 
Rom, 10.13 / Yea what ſaith Chriſt 
himſelfe > Matth. 6. 6. Pray wnto thy 
Father in ſecret, and the Father which 

ſeeth in ſecret , ſhall reward thee 6+ 


penly. 
| Thefift Marke. 
T find a orgs” againſt the moſt ſe-. 


cret corruptions of nature, 1 beveaile my 
tranſgreſſions againſt the inward wor- 
ſhip of God , as well as again(t the out- 
ward, 1 bewaile the hardneſſe of mine 
heart, and mourne becauſe I cannot 
mourne 4s Tourht. | 


B46 

How exceedingly this holy Chri- 
ſian did bewailc her faylings againſt 
the inward worſhip of God, Iwas 
not ignorant: for many a time hath 
ſhecomplained vnto me, what di- 
ſtractions ſhe hath found in prayer, 
and in the hearing of Gods word. 
>» 36-1142 G 4 Yea 


Yeaſhe obſerued 
tan, how he would thruſt other good 
motions and meditations vpon her 
vnſcaſonably , of purpoſe to hinder 
her in her preſent holy buſineſle: and 
moreouer , mine eares were continu- 
ally filled with her complaints in re- 
ſpc& of hardneſfle of heart, and with 


her mourning becauſe ſhe could not. 


mourne as ſhe ought. And that ſhe 


the ſubtiltic of $a. | 


had a ſtrivipg againſt the moſi ſecret | 


corruptions, it was likewiſe apparent . 


vnto me, Which was made acquain- 
red with her ſpirituall eftate:for it was 
| her godly care ſtill to be inſtructed 
how ſhe might caſt out and reſiſt e- 
_ vill motions, groning and ſighing 

vnder them, as vnder a moſt yncom- 


mA ,heavy, and intollerable bur- 
gens : | 


Now what greater ſigne isthere of 


ag009 and gracious eſtate, then to 
| beſcnfibleof the combare ofthe ſpi- 
ritagainſtthe fleſh? VVhargreater e- 

be 7 nidence 


<4 


A, 


uidence was therethat Paul was now 
a regenerate y__ ;then this, to wit, 
thathe found this ſtriuing in his heart, 
and that he was ſenſible of the law of 
his minde reſiſting the law of finne 
which was in his members? Rom. 7. 
23. What greater ſigne was there that 
Rebeccha was'\conceiued with child, 
then when ſhe felt ſuch a ſtrugling. 
within her ſelfe berweene the chil 

dren,as ſhe neuer felt before?So what 


greater euidence that we are concei- 
ved of Chriſt, then when we feele 


him ſenſibly ſtrugling in vs againſt 


the old Adam? 


The fixtMarke. 
I find a diſlike of ſinne in all, cuen 
in them that are moſt deere unto me. 
This marke I know to haue bene 
in this worthy woman: ſhe grieued 


. for ſinne in kinred, in familiar ac-. 


quaintance, in ſcruants;' in children. 
= "Þ ; Yea 
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' Yea ſhe pricued for the very appea- 
rance of Sill , as when 2 Act real 
ſome walked nor wiſely in the vſe of 
Chriſtian liberty , as inthe vſe of re- 
creations and ſuch like. And much 
more did ſhegrieue for the common 
ſwearing in the land,for ſabbath-brea- 
king, for whoredome which is ſo 


ordinary,artd forall ſuch abhomina- 


Now togricuefor the abhomina- 


tions of the time, is an vndoubred 
figne of a good and happic cſtate.For 


whom doth/God fethis marke vpon . 


for his owne , Ezech. 9.4. but vpon 
ſuch as {igh andcry for the abhomi- 
nations 0 leruſalem? 


..... The ſeuenth Make: 


1 deſire toſtirre up mine_2 affettion 


after God, and to auoyde what might 


fteale_ away mine heart . from hin, + 


adelighting in all the wayes whereby 
BY . "7; FO 


him. 


'97 
mine heart might be inflamed toward 


or Timbe-(one. 


This marke was apparently in this 
our ſiſter by theſe ſignes. She feared 
both the company and dodtrine of 
ſuch Miniſters , as ſhe perceived 
would giue her too much liberty.She 


was likewiſe beſt pleaſed in the grea- 


reſt ſtriieſſe, fo that it were norticu- 
rious but commanded of God. She. 
maintained in herſelfe a godly jealo- 
fie, leſt thatriches and worldly-con- 
rentments ſhould lefſert her affe&ion 
to Chriſt. She was fearefull to foſe 
any part or dram of her firſt loue.She 
delighted moſt in ſuch conference, 
both at hertable, andin company, 
which ſauoured of religion: it was her 
ericfe to heare ſome how they would 

ſpend their precious time in frothie 

diſcourſe, preferring triflesand toyes 

before ſuch ſpeechas might hauemt- 


niſkred grace to the hearcrs.So that it 
was 


o8 The Monument, 
wascuident,thatſhedelighted in ſuch 
wayes whereby her heart might be | 
inflamed to loue God, Yeal do ſup. * | 
poſe, that her inner man was come 
- tothat degree of loue and zeale, that 
ſhe deſired to heare no other noyſe 
but the noyſe of Gods word,nor any 
other knocking but the knocking of 
Gods Spirit atthe doore ofthe heart. 
She found that wantof Gods word 
blickly preached in the time of her 
hon ſickneſle, as thar ſhe reſolued, if - 
God would giue her but ſo much 
ſtrength co-endure to be catried in a 
chaire tothe Church,ſhe would deſfi- 
roully go. 
Now what ſurerſigne is there of 
a bleſſed eſtate, then ſincere inflamed 
loue to God? The Lordpromiſeth to 
_ſhew mercy vnto thouſands ofthem = 
which loue him, and keepe his com- 
 mandements, Exod.20, 


The 


TH TIM 

The cight Marke. 

 T findan huly reſt and quietneſſe of 

| conſcience,with ſpirituall boldneſſe,and . © 
confidence of truſt in God ſometimes. 


99 


She found that degree of ſpiri- 
tuall boldneſſe ro my knowledge at 
ſome times, as that in her perfe& 
health ſhe hath deſired to be difſ>l- 
 ued,thatſhemightnot liue to have 
_ tharconfidence weakened, She ac- 
knowledged vnto me in the middeſt 
of many temptations vpon her death- 
bed,that the Lord had freed her heart 
from helliſh feares , and that ſhe 
found much peace. Yea not many 
dayes before her departure out of 
this life, ſhe made a very excellent 
ſenſible acknowledgement of the 
| goodneſſe of God vnto her,and how 
\ ſhe knew that ir ſhould be well with 
her after this life ended; bleſſing God 
withall forthe benefit which ſhehad 
| receiued by the Miniſterie of the 


Word, 


4 
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Word,and exhorting = Raved and 
friends "which were abour ber, that 
they ſhould be carcfull to heare Ser- 
mons, and to meditate of them. Yea 
ſhe did ſpeake wit'1 that cuidence 
of Spirit, as that ſhe drew teates from - 
them which heard her atthattime. 
Now what more cuident marke 1s 
there of atrue Chriſtian,then a ſound 
faich? what ſurer ceſtimony then the 
teſtimony of Gods owne Spirit bea- 
ring witneſle with our ſpirits that we 
are the children,of God 2 Rom. 8.16. 
Now indeed this our deare ſiſter did 
not fcele. this full aſſurance at all 
times, but ſhe groned many atime 
vnder the ſence-of much vnbeleefe. 
Burwhat experienced Chriſtian doth : 
not ſfficiently know, that the- deare 
children of God. arc ſubie&to theſe 
 pangs* in ſo much that we ſay, That 
ſurely chat man or woman never be- 
lecued aright which neuer doubted. 
Bur my deare brethren remenber the 
cltate 


WOOD A FRAN. 
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eſtate of that good father in Marke 
9.24. No ſooner did he belecue, bur 
preſently he was made ſenſible of his 
vnbelcefe. For thus he cryes with 
teares, Lord 7 beleene , helpe my Un- 
| beleefe: 


The ninth Marke. 


I find a deſire of the prattiſe of mor 
tification of ſinnes paſt and preſent. 
There u no ſjune but I could willingly 
. #udee my ſelfe for it, ſo ſoone as I know 
zt tobea ſinne. bes 


This holy ſeruant of God, ſhe was 
come to that degree of mortification 
vnto her eſpeciall ſinnes, that ſhe did 
not onely quite forſake the pe 
of them, bur alſo ſhe lothed them in- 
wardly,and confeſſed to the glory of 
God. that ſhe found her ſclfe quire 
dead to the leaſt pleaſing motion 
tending that way. And her eſpeciall 
finne having bene the abuſing..of 

things | 


- - $f# Bo "T | 


chings lawfull, ſhe cameſo farre to 
| bemortificd, as that ſhe was rempted 
co abhorre cuen the lawfull vſc. She 
was inclinednot onely to an holy re- 
,uenge vpon her ſelfe , but euen to 
exceed in that reuenge and' ſelfe- 
 ludging. 

Now what greater argument is 
there of our ſpiricuall riſing. with 
Chriſt, then if we mortifie our earth- 
ly members? Coloff.;. 1. 5. and whar 
greater ſigne that we (hall eſcape the 
iudgementof God, then if we iudge 
our {clues? 1.Cor.1 1.31, 


The tenth Marke. 
T lowe all Gods children, and that for 


the truths ſake: Teſfteeme them the onely = 


excellent people in the world. 


'She loued poore Chriſtians as well 
astherich,to my knowledge; ſhepre- 
ferred them before rich kinred. She 
loued them meerely ſor qty hone! k 
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lf For: in- 
deedſhe was agiuer, andnota recei- | 
uer. So that it was not with our ſiſter 


and not for worldly 


aS it is with the children of this world, 


which ſpeake euill of all ſuch as wills 


not runne with them co the ſame ex- 
ceſlc of riot. She was farre from con- 
remning of Gods dearechildren, vn- 


deracolour as though they were Pu- | 


ritans and Precifians, and irregular 
perſons,or the like. Bur ſheiudged as 
Dazzd did in Pſal.16. that thoſe thar 
feared God, and were endued with 
grace, they were the Excellent ones. 
All that the hated in them was their 
corruptions, which _ny cas 
_ alſo hate. 

Now whoſoeuer they be which 
have their hearts fincerely ſeaſoned 
with true Chriſtian loue , it is an eut- 


_ e that theyare che children 


. For as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, 
=_ one which rude. is borne of God, 


ani 6 nemeſ6 God, 1.loh. 4. 5-7. And 
H agam'e 


104 The Monument, 
againe he ſaith, in the 16. verſe of the 
ſame Chapter , He that dwelleth in 
 loue, dwellethin God, and Godin him. + 


The eleuenth Marke. 


1 deſire after puritic, and to be holy 


45 Gods holy. 


This our Chriſtian ſiſter laboured 
againſtall impuricie both of fleſh and 
ſpirit : the leaſt ſecret impure motion 


did much vexc her, as appeared by 


her feeling complaints. And as for 
holincſſe, I am perſwaded ſhe affe- 
Red it farre aboue ſaluation: for what 
was ſtill her cſpcciall requeſt ? cucn 
this, that God would be pleaſed to 
piue her a more holy heart. And 


moreouer, the more holily that any . 


Miſter preached, themore was ſhe 
delighted to heare him. The more 
holily that any/one' conferred, or 
prayed,or gaue thankes, the more 
heartily ſhe ſhewed her zeale in ſay- 


ing 


) 
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ing Amen. And indeed, asfor Ser 


- mons, and prayers,and thankfpining, 
which ſeemed to be very eloquent, 


if there was not ſome holy zeale in 
them, they were but a burden vn- 


to her, Yea (hee ſtood: ſo affected 


vnto holineſſe,, as that ſometimes 
walking in her hall vpon the Sabbath 
day, and conferring of Gods word, 
ſhe hath heartily deſired, neuerto go 
againe intg the world, bur if it were 
the will of God; that ſhee might 
ſpend all her dayes in that bleſſed 


fcllowſhip with God. And yer ſhe 


was none of thoſe that lined inor- 
dinatcly or idlely, who liuing by the 


ſweate of other mens browes, vnder 


the colour of giving themſclues vn- 
to holinefſe ;-. do altogether negle&t 
or caſt off their particular callings, ef- 
pecially if Saks any thing painfull. 
Bur ſhe thus ſpoke, being carefull of 
thatholy condition, If it might ſtand 
withthe will of God. Fol 
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_ By theſe ſympromes and fi 
we _ ſee how this our ſiſter fo 
affected for holinefſe. And whar 
greater ſigne is there of a true child 
of God, then holineſſe > Be ye ſare, 
ſaith Dauid in Pſalme 4. that God hath 
choſen to himſelfe a godly man. And 
Saints or holy perſons, is one. of the 
names which is giuen of God vnto 
his children in the holy Scriptures, as 

you ate nat ignorant. _ 


The twelfth Marke. 


I deſire to be good at home as well as 


abroad, in abſence of others as well as in 
preſence, in ſecret as well as openly. 


Concerning the domefſtical good- 
 neſle of this our ſiſter, we had ſuffici» 
ent knowledge : for we dayly beheld 
her Chriſtian praftiſe-And how con- 
ſtant ſhe 'was in her holy courſes in 
our abſence, : ER 
[ infor- 
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informed by others which were in 


the R_ She had attained that de- 
inceritie, as that her ſtudie 


gree of 
was to hide her graces,atleaſt fo farre 


as grace could be hid. For you know 


that grace is like ſweerte oile, it will vt- 


ter it ſelfe inthe ſweete ſauour whe- 


therthe Apothecary will or no. Fear- 
full ſhe was leſt any ſhould thinke 
more to be in her;, then ſhe thought 
to be in her ſelfe . She hated vaine 
ſhewes ; ſhe could not brooke rhoſe 
that would publikly make ſhew of 
more then was manifeſt by their 
priuate praQtiſe, was in them. 

Yea vpon her death-bed ſhe affir- 
med, that ſhe had nothing in her 
ſelfe ro comfort her but pooxe ſinceri- 


_ tie. She knew that howſocuer ſhe had 


walked weakly before God, yer ſhe 


had walked fincerely. Anotier argu- - 
| -mentofher fincericie was this, in that 


ſhe deſired her eſtate to be throughly 


lifted borh in health and in ſickneſle. 
| = And 
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And tothatend, in health ſhe repai- 
| red togodly Miniſters for therriall of | 


hereſtate;and alſo inſickneſle ſhe de- 

fired the indgements of more then of 
one Miniſter , that ſhe might know 
 thevery truth of her eſtate. Yea ſhe 
_ defired to heare of her ſinnes, and to 
that end deſired me, either in my 
owne perſon, or by ſome other good 

Miniſter, to preacha Sermon of the 
curſedeſtareof man by nature, and 

of the vttermoſt terrours of the Law 
againſt ſfinne ; that ſo her ſtonic heart 
 mightbe more and more broken:and 
for that paines ſhe would have giuen 

me or any other Minifter of Chriſt, 

which would haue madethe Sermon, 

a large rewardin gold. 

_ Now what greater ſigneis thereof 
_agoodeſtate,then is finceritie? What 
greater euidence was there of Dautas 

lefſedeſtate thenthis;to wit, that he 
walked in the vprightneſle of his hearr 
in the midſt of his houſe ? Pſal.101. 2. 
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The thirteenth Marke. 


Tan pray for mine enemies, and 
humble my ſoule for them in their di- 


ſtreſſe;Iwill be at peace with them with- 
out revenge, I can forbearethem,when 


1 coald bring them to ſhame, 
That this ſeruant of God could 


pray for her enemies,and hitmble her 


{oulc intheir diſtrefle , we may well 


belecue it if ſhe auouchit ; for great 


was hertruth in ſpeech, and through- 
ly tried. I do not denie but ſhe might 
ſometimes report /an vntruth,, as re- 


_ ceiuing it by report. from . others 
whom the belecued : Burto ſpeake a 


lie, -or to ſpcake againſt 'her owne 
knowledge, to wrong any, or aduan- . 
rage her ſelfe, it was farre from her. 


| Againe,thatſhe,would be;ar peace 


with her enemies, without reuenge, 

and wirhour ſeeking their ſhame, it 

was manifeſt, For whenſome had cx- 
3 H4 Cceedingly 
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w, 
ccedingly wronged her by their flan- 
derous tongues, after ſhe had con- 
ferred with me, what I'thoughr ſhe 
might do with a good conſcience-in 
ſuch a caſe; ſhe was content -ro. fit 
downe vnder the wrong, being per- 
ſwaded that God would cleare her 
innocencic as the light at noone day. 
And this was the more excellent: pa- 
tience in this our godly ſiſter ;/ be- 
cauſe indeed by nature ſhe was ve- 
. ric cholericke , and ſubie@ ro paſs 
fions.'' © | 

And what greater euidence is there 


of agoodeſtate, thento forgiue our 


enemies? For Chriſt him ſelfe hath 
| faid, that /f we forgine men their treſ- 
paſſes, our heeucnly Father will for gine 
vs our trefpaſſes, Matth.6.14+ 


The fourtcenth Marke. 
wolf finde a wilingne e_> to ſuffer any 


thing for God, bybis Siſtance. . TIP 
Bia ds ”. + 8 
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| Shewas content {forthepreſent) 


to endure the hatred of the world for 
her proteſſion ſake, to endure the 


perſecution of the tongue, and the 


taunts of carnall friends . And theſe 


ſufferings ſhe did nor much reſpe@. 
Nay further, ſhe was very mindfull 
of the fiery triall which might come 

nvs: and ſhe for her partlooked 
forit , and prepared forit; Yea, ſhe 
was minded rather to burne at a ſtake, 
then cuer to yeeld vato Popetie, or 
to betray the truth of the Goſpell. 
Andin theſe godly reſolutions, ſhe 
did not truſtin any ſortto her owne 
ſtrength , but was very icalous how 
ſhe ſhould be ableto endure the fire: 
Oh ſaid ſhe, how ſhall I endure-to 


| be drawne vpon an hurdle vnder 


Newgate, and to be bound vnto a 
ſtake, to ſuffer the violence of the 
fire? &c. But yet ſhe (till was:com- 


| forted withthis, namely, thae God 


was able to cauſc her to ſtand. 


And 
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And what greater ſigne is there of 
aſound eſtate, then when z# 4 giuers 
vnto vs, zot oxely to beleeue in the 
behalte of Chriſt , but alſo #0 ſuffer 
for his lake? Phil.1-29. — | 


 Thefifteenth Marke. | 


1defire to dzale faithfully in the charge 
and calling inwhich I am , and to diſ- 
charge it in the conſctonable feare_s 
of God, | 


This our fiſter was not onely faith- 
full in her generall calling , bur alſo 
In herparticular. For fir(t, ſhe was a 
very faithfull wite , her very defire 
 wasſubieRto herhusband. I am per- 
ſwaded, that if her husband had 
commanded her to dothe vileſt drud- 
gerieabout the houſe, ſhe durſt nor 
haue refuſed, in verie conſcience of 
Gods Law. And moreouer ,where- 
as in hercarnaleftate.jit washer com- 

po mon 


mon practiſe to put forth her chil- 
dren to benurſed abroad, according 
tothe practiſe of the proud women 
in our times : when the Lawof God 
beganne to be written in her heart, 
ſhe durſt no longer nurſe her chil- 
dren abroad, but tooke paines to 


nurſe them with her owne breaſts. 


Againe, ſhe did moſt diligently 0- 
uerſee the wayes of her family : and 
ſhe cate not the bread of idleneſle, 
but ſtill ſhe employed her ſelfe in 


ſome commendable employment. - 


And as for her children and ſeruants, 
ſhe did diligently inſtru them 1n 
good wayes. She was grieued at a- 
ny.prophanenefle found in them : 


ſhe mourned for them: ſhe prayed 


for them z ſhe pitied their eſtare.: and 
as forthe ſoule of her louing and kind 

husband, the had aneſpeciall care. 
Now it is an eſpeciall-marke. of a 
true conuert , to be found faithfull 
inthe particular calling. 'As welee it 
us is 
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112 ThecMonument, 
And what greater ſigne is there of 
aſound eſtate, then when zf @ giuen | 
vnto vs, 2ot oxely to beleewe in the -Þ 
behalfe of Chriſt, but alſo to ſuffer |} 

. - forhisſake? Phil.t-29. - | 
The fifteenth Marke. 
1defire to deale faithfully in the charee 
and calling in which I am , and to aiſ- 


\charge it in the conſcionable feare_s 
of God, vr 


This our fiſter was not onely faith- 
full in her generall calling , bur alſo 
in her particular. For fir(t, ſhe was a 

very faithfull wife , her very defire | 
 wasſubie@toherhusband. I am per- *Þ 
ſwaded, that if her husband had 
commanded her todothe vileſt drud- 
gerieabout the houſe, ſhe durſt nor 
| hauerefuſed, in verie conſcience of 
Gods Law. And moreouer , where- 
as inhercarnaleftate,it washer com- 
mon 
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tothe practiſe of the proud women 
in our times : when the Lawof God 
beganne to be written in her heart, 
ſhe durſt no longer 'nutſe her chil- 
dren abroad, but tooke paines to 
nurſe them with her owne breaſts. 
Againe, ſhe did moſt diligently 0- 
uverſee the wayes of her family : and 
ſhe cate not the bread of idleneſle, 


but ſtill ſhe employed her ſelfe in 
ſome commendable employment. - 


And as for her children and ſeruants, 
ſhe did diligently inſtru them in 


good .wayes. She was grieued at a- 


ny prophanencfle found in them : 


ſhe mourned for them: ſhe prayed 


for them ; ſhe pitied their eſtate; and 
as for the ſoule of her louing andkind 
husband, ſhe had an eſpeciall care. 
Now itis an eſpeciall-marke of a 
true conuert , to be found faithfull 
inthe particular calling. 'As we ſee it 
'is 
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114 The Monument, 


is giuen by Paul asan cuidence ofthe 


truth of the conuerion of Ore/imms, 


that now he was become profitable vn- 


: fo his maiſter , Philem. 11. 


The ſixteenth Marke. 


 profeſsion. 


Thefaith of this our ſiſter was no 
| dead faith . To my knowledge ſhe 
was exceeding fruitfull in good 
workes. VWhar money ſhe had of her 
owne in thetime of her health , ſhe 


- diſtributed ir freely, partly to poore 


Preachers about this Citie,part]y alſo 
to poore Chriſtians. She was like vn- 
to Dorcas, ſhe made garments, and 
that both woollen and linnen,$8 gaue 
_ themwntopoore Chriſtians, and to 
their children. She was a friend of 
the fatherlefſe and of the widow : 

and what ſhe had not of her owne 
| tO 


I deſire to glorifie God by afruitfull 


to relecue Gods poore, ſhe intrea- 

red her husband to ſupply. Yea, ſhe 
was a very patroneſle for ſuch as were 
in diſtreſle ; (he was a bleſſed inſtru- 
ment to ſtirre vp her willing husband 
to many lecretgifrs, and bountifull 
almes-dcedes , eſpecially vnto them 
which were of the houthold of faith. 
To my knowledge ſhe hath giuen 
gold and {iluerplemitully , to ſome. 
more, and to ſome leſſe. And a- 
mong(t the reſt of her charitable 
workes, I remember that ſhe gaue 
to the Miniſter which was the means 
(vnder God) of her conuerſion (as 
ſhe ſuppoſed: Shegaue, I ſay, vnto 
him, by the conſent of her husband, 
the ſumme of fiftie pounds, beſides: 
alarge portion which ſhe begged of 
her husband'to be diſtributed after. 
her death vnto charicable vſes . The 
ſicke had cauſe to bleſſe God for her 
in her health, for ſhe vifited them 
with meate, with bodily paws 
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with neceſſarie helpe both by her ſelfe 


and by her maides. And many that *' 
- enioy health, have great cauſe ro ,ÞF, 
bleſs God for her in her death, in 
reſpect of herliberall gifts. And for 
mine owne part, I haue eſpeciall cauſe 
to bleſfſe God in her lite arid in her 
death; for a moſt kind mother an 
nurſe ſhe was vnto me. ene 
Now this -fruitfulneſſe did argue - 
the goodneſle of the Tree; for how 
doth a Chriſtian ſhew his faith, but 
by his workes? And the Lord (as 
you know) promilſeth a Prophets re- 


ward vntoſuch as do good vnto his |] 


' members, Matth.10.42. Yea, at the 
day of indgement Chriſt will ſay vn- 
to all ſuch fruitfull ones, Come vnts 
me, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherite the 
kingdome prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. For Iwas an 
| hunered, and ye gaue me meate': 1 was 
thirſtie, and ye gaue me drinke : 1 was 
a ſtranger , and ye tooke me in; na _ 
an 


| andyeclothed me :1was ficke, and ye 
F wiſned me: 1l wain priſon, and ye 
, GC47m0e UVniome. 


The ſeuenteenth Marke. 

1 find a daily holy ſtrife topreſerae 

- Laces giuen unto me , and to prenent 
| falling away. 


She continued faithfull ro the end 
inthe moſt ſubſtantiall graces. For 
howſocuer ſhee mourned for the 
want of that degree of ioy which the 
had felt in former times, yet ſhe con- 
| rinuedinrepentance, inthepractiſe 
| of holinefle andrighteouſneſle, in a 
' - tenderloueto God, andto his word 
' aridchildren, in holy zeale, and fruit- 

fulneſſe cuen to the laſt period-of her 

dayes. And indeed her want of full 
ioy was ſo ſanQified vnto her, thar it 
was a furtherance to a DengO nee, 
namely to repentance and ſelfc-de+ 
niall , and baſe eſtceme of her —_ 
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AndIcall repentance a better grace 
_ then ioy, becauſe howſoener ioyisa | 
| moſtexcellent gift of the Spirit, yet /| 
vnto vs. repentance is more profita®= | 
ble. ForI make no doubt but thata F 
mourning Chriſtian may be ſaued F 
- withoutrauiſhing ioy, &that Chriſt - 
' may wipe away his teares in heauen, 
. butno Chriſtian ſhall be ſaued with- 
- ontrepentance and ſelfe deniall. : 
Now conſftancie and perſcuerance 
ina good and holy courſe, is an vn- 
_ doubred /argument of a bleſſed and 
happie eſtate; as doth appeare by the 
-words of our blefſed Sauiour him- 
ſelfe, Marth.1o. 22. He that endureth 
tothe end, ſhall be ſaued : and Reutl. 2. 
19. Be thou faithfull to thedeath, and F | 
will gine thee a crowne of life. 'Þ. 


The eighteenth Marke. 

' . 1 find an vnunerſall chanie in my 

 felfe, fromthat which Thane b:ne_ 18 

former times- | 
This 


"Thismarkeand the two following, 
I propounded 'vnto her vpon her 
death-bed;zwhich I mention now be- 


cauſe they are as vſcful forthe church 


as the former markes which I found 


noted in her paper . And'that this 


figne wasin our ſiſter as well as the 
former, jt was euident. For there was 
_ a maruellous change wrought in her 
mind and vnderſtanding . She that 
beforeknewnotthe right hand from 
the left in religion, ſhe was growne 


L; 


to a very great vnderſtanding ; in fo 


much that ſhe was able both ro ſpeak 
diuinely, roinſtruct her ſeruants and 
children, and co write letters in the 
vor of Canaan with great 
Secondly, ſhe found a change' in 
her will and affeRions. For ſhe that 
was deadbefore vnto any ſound pie- 
©, now ſhe was reuiued aboue all 
chings'ro affe and to ſecke Gods 
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| And Icall repentance a bins grace 
then ioy, becauſe howſoeuer ioy is a 
moſt excellent gift of the Spirit, yet 
ynto vs repentance is more profita« 
ble. ForI make no doubt bur that a 
mourning Chriſtian may be ſaued 
without rauiſhing ioy, & that Chriſt | 
may wipe away his teares in heauen, 
but no Chriſtian ſhall be ſaued with- 
ont repentance and ielfe deniall. | 


Now conſftancic and perſeuerance "2 


ina good and holy courſe, is an vn- 
doubred argument of a bleſſed and 
happie eſtate; as doth appeare by the 
words of our bleſſed Sauiour him- 
ſelfe, Marth.1o. 22. He that endureth 
tothe end, ſhall be ſaued : and Reucl. 2. 
19. Be thou faithful to the death, and F 
will giue thee a crowne of life. 


The eighteenth Marke.. | 
1 find an vamerſall chanze in my 
' fe «fe, from that which Thaue b:ne_- in 


former times- 


This 


 "0r Tombe-ſtone. ry "= 
| Thismarkeandthe two following, 
E TI propounded 'vnto her vpon her d | 
'F death-bedywhich I mention now be | © 
& caulcthey areas vſeful forthe church 5 
as the former markes which I found '. *!. 
noted in her paper . And'that this 
| figne wasin our ſiſter as well as the 
— former, jr was euident. For there was 

| | a \maruellous change wrought in her 

} - mind and vnderſtanding. She thar 
beforeknewnotthe right hand from 
y thelcft in religion, ſhe was growne 
{ to a very great vnderſtanding; in fo 

| muchthatſhe was able bothro ſpeak 
diuinely, roinſtruCt ber ſeruants and 


} children, and to write letters in the 
j vrRngnegs of Canaan with great 


Secondly, ſhe found a change in 
her will and affe&ions. For ſhe that 
was dead before vnto any ſound pie- 
tic,” now ſhe was reuiued aboue all 
things' to affe& and to ſecke Gods 
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| Thirdly \, there was n WEE 
| change in her life andconuerſationj 
this weall knew which knew her,and 
- | \&_n teſtifie, 
. Now whereſocuer this enlucefall 
 . change js, from darkneſle ro light, 
fromcuillco good, from the power 
of Satan to God, it is an evident 
| ſiene ofeffeuall calling ; and effe- 
| Etuall calling is an vndoubred ſigne - 
© ||| \of elcQion..2, Cor.s. 17. If avyives 


_ wee ah ht is 4 new creatures wid 
| $arepaſſe away , behold a _ F 
{ ar recomre news _ | 
|  Theninetcenth Matke. , | 

1 fand:anwiterHeniall of my f 6H , 


| knowthat inmeghat is, in > inmyf 
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This blefſed Rawang he God had 
 Attained-al Treat meaſure of felfe. de- 
| Niall;Shegroned long yaderthe buv- 
then of the "_ of ſj Ro_—_ 
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her qwne:ſhelothed her own prayers 
for want of ſufficiency andzeale: (he 


was alwayes alaininn kar-the moſt 


=» of her ſpirituall wants. She was 
ought to plaine nothing in her 
owneeyes, She eſtcemedherſelfe co 
be pore, yeato be a plaine 

ich 


in grace, asi all choſe-knew'w 
knew her throughly. - - --1 7 
Naw my beloued , whag| preater 
ligne is hon ofa trucdiſciple, thert 
ſelte deniallr. Whar greater ligne of a 
= _—_ then ſpirituall pouerty,fele 
nd groned yndet?For wharfaith our 
eſled Sauiour ? Matth.5. 34 Blejſed 
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- Thetwentieth Marke, - 
1 find mine heart inclined to ſeeke_> 

after God and Chriſt in the vſeof dinine 

| ordinances with feruency. * * 


- This figne our ſiſter acknowledged 
vpon herdeath-bedalſo; for when 1 
demanded ofherin the ſence of her 
preſcnt wants, whether her c6ſcience 
did not teſtific with her, that in her | 
healch ſhe had zealoufly ſought after | 
God: She tmade me anſwer, Thather FF. 
chamber,and cloſer,and orchard,and 
garden,and watergate;and turret,and 
eucry corner/conld teſtific that ſhe *" 
| had dearelyand earneſtly ſought af- |” 
ter God. Yea out of that — — 
& experience,which T had ofthe holy 


_ may wellfay,hatir was with this wo- 
_ manin ſome meaſure as it was/with 

 David,Plale 42. As the Hart pantetb 
after the water brookes , ſo parted her 


Now 


; ſoule after thee 6 God. 
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Now where there. is given this 
ſtrong affeRion after God, the af- 


kefion being conſtant, and alſo i ioy- 
ned with a fervent vie of the meanes, 
it is an-cuident figne of a bleſſed 
eſtate. For bleſſed are they which hun- 


ger and thirſt after righteouſneſſe , for 
they ſhall be ſatisfied, Match. 5.6. ' 


Thus I have forthe common'good 


ſer out vnto you the markes and euj- 


dences of a bleſſed woman; I haue 


T fpokenthat whichI knew inher. And 
© Che vſes which I would have youto 
] makeofthat whichhath bene ſpoken 
are theſe. Firſt, giue thanks vnto God 
for his wonderfull worke vpon' our 
ſiſer . Secondly , learne- henceforth 
_ notto judge of Chriſtians by the out- 
ward appearance. For it may be,ma- 
ny which d; did not ſothrou bly know 
her,would not haue thought that ſhe 
had bene-ſorare awoman. Thirdly, 
carne not toenuie the good nameor 


praiſe of others, butlearne tobeof. 
Tg | So; 
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| Seloworis mind Pro 313 } | 
- kingofa gol womanhe fich ; Giar 
herthe fruite of her hands, let her ovene 
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works praiſe her 1u the gate Fourhly, 
examine thine; owne eſtate by theſe 


_- matkes,, and'thatby weighing every | 
. particylarſignewith the explavation 


and confirmation of the ſame, Fiftly, 
pray vnto God that thou maiſt finde 
them inthy ſelfe. Sixtly,ifthou doeſt 
find them in thee vp6 diligent ſearch, 
thenſee thou be thankful ro God;the 


rx pleaſant wa FT haue 4 goodly beri- 
tage. Yea lay 

Though I walk through the walley of the 
ſpadow of death, I will feare none euill, 
The which childlike boldneſſe, and 
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giuer of all grace: and fay with Dauid, 
Pſal-16:6, The lanes are fallew untome 
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with him in Pſal; 23.4. © | 
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